TOWN OF NACHES
COUNCIL STUDY SESSION MINUTES
September 8, 2025 | 5:30 p.m.

Present:

Mayor Davis
Councilwoman Sigler
Councilwoman Hawver
Councilman Carrell
Councilwoman Williams
Councilman Hawver

Absent: None
Others in Attendance: Attorney Shinn, Administrator Treesa Morales, Clerk/Treasurer, Dorraine
Bigby

Call to Order: The study session was called to order at 5:32 p.m.

Mayor Davis started the meeting by making a public apology for the way the public comment
section of the August 11th, 2025 Council Meeting was handled. Mayor then read the rules of
decorum.

1) Staff Report — Administrator Morales reviewed the staff report, she informed
Council that both pumps at the Bonlow Lift Station broke at the same time and the
Town quickly took action to start the resolution of this emergent problem. She gave
an update on the two telephone poles that are in the works of being replaced.

Administrator Morales let Council know that the drainage issue at the Depot Park has
been resolved and new sod was laid at no cost to the Town as well as mentioning that
the Lab at the Treatment Plant will be starting its renovation at the end of September.

Administrator Morales explained the handout provided in the packet from the
Washington State Audit’s office and indicated that the money for this audit was in the
2025 annual budget and is coming in under projected costs.

She went on to share that all businesses in the Town have received a mailer, giving
more information on the Fire Inspections that will start the beginning of 2026.

Administrator Morales let council know that the Town will be adding an ecology
block on 4% street to discourage drivers from going around the newly placed speed
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bumps, and is working with the Naches School District to repair sidewalks on
Bonlow Dr.

Administrator Morales closed her report letting Council know that she in the process
of having the Town of Naches employees pay towards unemployment, as well as gave
a list of projected Fall Events that will take place in the Town of Naches.

Councilmen Hawver and Carrell indicated that the speed bumps are helping, and they
have seen their effectiveness to slowing down traffic on 4t street.

Continued discussion of Library contract- Administrator Morales explained the
handout as information to provide aid in the study session discussion for the 2026

Y VL Contract Negotiations. Candelaria Mendoza, the Y VL Executive Director, was
present for questions and comments.

Councilwoman Hawver asked the Director why the Y VL is saying the building of the
Naches Library is hazardous as these comments have prompted the Town to have two
inspections done of the building to ensure safety for patrons. Candelaria indicated
those comments were pertaining to a chlorine smell coming from a nearby business.

Councilman Carrell addressed the audience and told them that it is not Naches that
wants to close the library but that the YVL wants a new building. Executive director
Mendoza indicated that they are asking for a remodel or a new building and would
sign a contract if the Town of Naches were to do that. Administrator Morales, as well
as the Council, indicated that they have no spare buildings or land and that a remodel
would not be easy or inexpensive since the Naches Library is currently in a historical
building.

Administrator Morales asked the director if she had been given the authority from the
Y VL Board of Trustees to negotiate the terms of the contract or not. Candelaria said
yes. Administrator Morales asked if YVL could promise a location in Naches if the
Town were to become annexed but not able to meet the building requests of the YVL.
The director indicated that there is no promise to keep a physical location.
Administrator Morales asked if cutting hours to help cost was an option. Candelaria
advised not to do that, and stated that their experience in cutting hours decreases the
number of visitors.

Councilwoman Hawver told audience some background information, indicated that
the Council does not want to see the library close and they are trying to be responsible
with tax dollars.

Executive director ended the conversation by clarifying that the Town does not need
to be annexed in, it is just the dollar amount and the three-year promise of partnership
that they are seeking first.
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Study Session ended at 6:31 pm
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TOWN OF NACHES
COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
September 8, 2025 | 6:30 p.m.

6:31 p.m. Mayor Davis called the regular meeting to order

Present:

Mayor Davis
Councilwoman Hawver
Councilman Carrell
Councilwoman Sigler
Councilwoman Williams
Councilman Hawver

Absent: None

Others in Attendance: Michael Shinn, Town Attorney; Treesa Morales, Town A dministrator;
Dorraine Bigby, Town Clerk/Treasurer

1) Call to Order
Roll Call/Pledge of Allegiance

2) Honors and Recognition
Mayor thanked the Lions Club for helping organize and run a successful Sportsman’s Days
weekend.

3) Additions to Agenda
Councilman Hawver made a motion to add The Lions Club Sportsman Day recap to the
reports and announcements. Councilwoman Williams seconded. Mayor Davis called for a
vote. All signified with “Aye”. Motion carries.

4) Approve Agenda

Councilman Hawver moved to approve the agenda. Councilman Carrell seconded. Mayor
Davis called for a vote. All signified with “Aye”. Motion carries.

5) Consent Agenda
Mayor Davis presented the Consent Agenda and requested a motion to approve.
Councilwoman Hawver moved to approve the consent agenda. Councilwoman Willaims

seconded. Mayor Davis called for a vote. All signified with “Aye.” Motion carries.

A. Approval of Minutes from 8/11/2025 Meeting
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B. Approval of Claims and Payroll
6) Reports/Announcements

A. Sheriff’s Report- Chief Hendrickson presented the reports provided in the packet. He
explained that they had 15 calls, which was slower than normal for the month of August.
Councilwoman Hawver mentioned that there had been some graffiti at Applewood Park
and the Chief indicated that they would keep an eye out for anything suspicious.

B. Lions Club Sportsman days recap- Ryan Lambert from the Naches Lions Club addressed
Council and the audience to publicly thank everyone who helped make Sportsman’s Days
2025 a success.

7) Petitions — None

8) Audience Participation

A. Ryan Lambert of 303 Tieton Ave. Naches WA, talked to Council about what he
believes is a “steal of a deal” that Naches’ residents have been getting for the Naches branch
library. He also stated that he understands the cost of the building.

B. Katrina Strathmann of 209 W. 3*d St. Naches WA, thanked Council for the chance to
discuss the public library and stated that she uses it regularly. Katrina urged Council to not
close the library; that it is important to the Town and offers a place for people to connect.
She indicated that she would be comfortable paying more to keep the Naches Library open
and asked the YVL executive director if Naches pays for the annexation fee that there
wouldn’t be any additional costs. The Director answered Katrina by saying, “I can’t say”.

C. Bridget Tyrell from Tieton, WA, informed Council that she comes to the Town of
Naches to use their library because she is always guaranteed that it will be open versus the
Tieton library that has fewer hours. She shared that the library is a place for art classes, book
clubs and other activities. She stated she is a successful person because of the library system.

D. Friday Sodorff of 114 B Apple Lp. Naches WA addressed Council to share her love of
the library and the desire to see it remain open. She shared that the library is a place where
book clubs, art classes and children’s story times happen. She indicated that the library is
where teachers go to get resources and where they tell their students to visit. She brought to
Council a petition she started and grant applications. She shared that she would be willing to
research and write applications for possible grants. She left Council with a personal letter to
read at another time.

E. Dotty Armstrong of 9770 US HWY 12 Naches WA, shared that she first moved to
Naches ten years ago and was in “aw” of what she witnessed at the library. She shared that
she knew it was small, but rewarding to see children and librarians interacting. She talked
about how the library was a resource for a lady who didn’t have enough money to buy the
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newspaper but was able to read it at the library. She shared that she and her wife walk daily
and stop at the library if it is open. She asked that if there is any way to keep the Naches
Library open to please do so.

F. Amanda Sinift of 308 McDowell St. Naches WA, shared that she had sent a video to
Council and shared how important the library is to her, saying that is how she met people.
She shared that Katie and her assistants go hand in hand with the Naches library. She
indicated that she can go to the Yakima branch library to get books, but it wouldn’t be the
same as the Naches branch and its librarian Katie.

G. Katherine Buchholz of 101 E. 5t St. Naches WA stated that the library is the absolute
best thing in Naches. She shared that she thinks libraries are so important to communities
and that the Naches Library is the heart and soul to our town. She thinks that the community
will step up as the library impacts everyone. She indicated that there are smart people who
live in Naches who would be willing to help write grant proposals.

H. Hazel Barnett of 104 W. 4'* St. Naches, WA thanked Council for the purchase and
installment of the speed bumps on 4t street. She said she is seeing a big improvement.

I. Jeff Main of 241 Chuckarut Ln. Naches, WA explained to Council that after the Nile
branch library closed he started coming to the Naches branch. He shared how he likes that
the library is a place you can go that doesn’t serve alcohol, doesn’t cost money to get in the
door and you don’t have to buy food. He indicated that the book mobile option is not the
same.

The YVL Executive Director Candelaria Mendoza came up to the podium and thanked all the
audience participants and indicated that she thinks the Naches Library is a gem and does not
want to see it close, but it is a sustainability issue for the Yakima Valley Library.
Administrator Morales asked Candelaria if Y VL would consider and extension to negotiate.
The executive director stated that they would only consider an extension if there was a more
concrete plan in writing that showed promises of a remodel, rebuild or something like that.
Councilwoman Hawver mentioned that the Town had countered the library’s requested and
that Y VL did nothing in response to that negotiation. The Director indicated that the library
didn’t want to waste time; that they need annexation fees.

Councilman Carrell brought it to everyone’s attention that after hearing the public’s remarks
that not one person indicated needing or wanting a new building only to preserve what they
have. Candelaria indicated that YVL wants a facility plan to fix things.

The Council stated that they only had three days to finalize negotiations and were concemed
about not having enough time. Y VL executive director stated that Council can propose and
extension that she would take back to the YVL board.

Audience Participation, Continued
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J. Don Grieck of 106 Shafer Ave Naches, WA thanked Council for making the public aware
of the YVL negotiations, however, was confused as to why he was just learning about this
possible closure. He stated that he is aware of financial hardships in our world but feels that
we as a Town have not explored all ways to deal with keeping the library open. He shared
that he felt this was a moral and ethical conversation that has been intensified by egos. He
shared that libraries have given so much to communities and that there is a lot of wealth in
this Town.

K. Katrina Strathmann of 209 W. 3*d St. Naches, WA returned to ask a few clarification
questions to the executive director of the Yakima Valley Libraries. Katrina asked Candelaria
if the town annexed in to YVL, would the Town still have to pay. Ms. Mendoza said YVL
would expect the Town “partner” with YVL for building costs. Katrina asked if the Town
cannot afford annexation costs if it was possible to put that matter on a ballot for voters to
decide. She also asked if the Town pays annexation fees if it was possible to have a contract
from Y VL promising to stay for unstated number of years. The YVL director stated that
“yes” that is possible.

9) Public Hearings -none

10) Presentations/Approved Additions to Agenda -None

11) Unfinished Old Business-None

12) New Business-

A.WWTP Outfall Pipe- Administrator Morales shared with Council that there is a potential
leak atthe WWTP outfall pipe. This pipe runs under US HWY 12 from the waste treatment
center to carry The Town’s clean water out to the Naches River. Roots are growing into the
pipe and Morales indicated that they would have a camera inspect the pipe the week of
September 8%, 2025. Administrator Morales shared that the City of Selah has been helping
by bringing their Vactor truck out to help suck up the water.

13) Approved Addition to the agenda-None

14) Resolutions and Ordinances

A. Ordinance declaring that an emergency exists due to unexpected failure of the two pumps
at the Bonlow Lift Station; waiving all typically-applicable competitive bidding
requirements; retroactively approving signatures and costs for required services to ensure
safety of life and property; authorizing the Town Administrator to sign one or more
contracts to purchase all necessary replacement equipment and to obtain all necessary
planning and or installation services without delay or further approval; and providing for
publication of summary and financial estimate. of the Town of Naches, Washington
Amending Naches Municipal Code Title 15 Building Code.
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Mayor Davis asked for any questions or conversations. Administrator Morales gave a
little information on cost and Councilwoman Hawver let everyone know that while these
pumps are down, The Town is losing revenue from Allan Bros. because we cannot
received their grey water. Mayor Davis asked for any further questions or conversation,
but there was none. He asked for a motion and Councilwoman Hawver motioned to
approve the Ordinance declaring an emergency to failure of the two pumps at the Bonlow
Lift Station. Councilwoman Williams seconded the motion. Mayor Davis repeated the
motion and asked for Roll Call. Roll was called. Councilman Hawver — Yes,
Councilman Carrell — Yes, Councilwoman Williams — Yes, Councilwoman Hawver — Yes,
Councilwoman Sigler - Yes. Motion carries.

15) Executive Session — None
16) Closed Session — None
17) Other Business- None

18) Adjourn Meeting

Mayor Davis requested a motion to adjourn the meeting Councilwoman William motioned to
adjourn the meeting. Councilman Carrel seconded it. Mayor Davis called for a vote. All
signified with “Aye”. Meeting adjourned at 7:46 p.m.
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