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Spring-like weather conditions are just beginning to occur and recreationists have been able to 

enjoy a few bright and sunny days while skiing and snowmobiling in the Okanogan-Wenatchee National 

Forest.   

During this spring transition season there is potential for a lot of damage to occur 

to roadbeds and forest resources by folks who “push the season” so to speak.  Forest 

users need to keep in mind that roads are still quite wet and muddy from snow melt, and 

that traveling on these roads right now can cause a lot of damage, not only to road beds 

but to the surrounding forest areas. 

Although it is human nature to want to see what is around the next bend, or over 

the rise of the next hill, early spring is not the best time of year to pursue these inclinations, especially on 

wet and muddy roads.  Please have patience and wait until roads dry out before attempting to explore 

too far into the backcountry.   

Travelers need to use good judgment and caution when traveling on forest roads.  Most native 

surface roads are still very soft and can be treacherous.  Most mid-elevation and higher elevation forest 

areas remain inaccessible due to mud and snow.  Lower elevation forest locales will provide some 

springtime recreation opportunities, but check with ranger district personnel for advice on appropriate 

road choices. 

The movements of wildlife are beginning to be noticed in the forest.  Eagles, hawks and various 

species of waterfowl are returning from their winter migration.  Forest visitors can now hear the mating 

calls of many neo-tropical migratory birds as the mating season gets underway.  When traveling up Lake 

Chelan, look for Bighorn Sheep and Mountain Goats on either side of the lake, particularly in the Canoe 

Creek, Meadow Creek and Lucerne areas. 

Spring weather is an unpredictable factor for those visiting the national forest.  Weather conditions 

can change from sunshine, to rain, to snow in just a short time. 
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Early spring weather conditions can also produce backcountry avalanches.  Watch out for steep, 

snowy slopes which receive full sunlight during mid-day.  Whenever recreating in steep snowy areas on 

warm, breezy, or rainy days, be extremely watchful for unstable snow conditions.   

Being prepared for unpredictable conditions is the key to enjoying a visit to the national forest.  

Always carry emergency equipment and extra food and clothing, and be aware of what might be 

encountered when recreating in the forest.  Plan ahead, obtain up-to-date information, and have 

alternate plans in mind in case something unpredictable occurs.   

For more information about current forest conditions, please contact any Okanogan and 

Wenatchee National Forests office. 

 

 

 

ePASSES WILL SOON BE AVAILABLE:  

Beginning April 1, 2014, national forests in Washington and 

Oregon will be offering the new ePass for people wishing to 

recreate on National Forest lands.  The ePass is a recreation day 

pass that can be purchased on line from a home computer or 

smart phone, and printed out on a printer of personal choice.  The 

ePass is offered through a partnership with Discover Your 

Northwest, which already sells passes through their website. This 

is a great way for people who decide last minute, or over a 

weekend, that they want to go hiking or camping and need to 

purchase a Northwest Forest  day pass. For more information on 

the ePass please call a local ranger district office, visit the website 

at http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/r6/passes-permits/recreation or call 1-800-270-7504. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE ADDRESSES and PHONE NUMBERS: 

Chelan Ranger District, 428 W. Woodin Ave., Chelan, WA 98816; 509-682-4900; hours M-F 7:45 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Cle Elum Ranger District, 803 W. 2nd Street, Cle Elum, WA  98922; 509-852-1100; hours M-F 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:15 p.m. 

Entiat Ranger District, physical address 2108 Entiat Way, (P.O. Box 476), Entiat, WA  98822; 509-784-4700; hours M-F 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Methow Valley Ranger District, 24 West Chewuch Road, Winthrop, WA  98862; 509-996-4000; hours M-F 7:45 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Naches Ranger District, 10237 Hwy. 12, Naches, WA  98937; 509-653-1401; hours 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; closed for lunch noon to 12:30 p.m. 

Okanogan Valley Office, 1240 South Second Ave., Okanogan, WA  98840; 509-826-3275; hours M- F 7:30-4 p.m.; closed for lunch 11 a.m. to noon 
Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest Headquarters office, 215 Melody Lane, Wenatchee, WA 98801; 509-664-9200; hours M-F 7:45-4:30 

Tonasket Ranger District, 1 W. Winesap, Tonasket, WA  98855; 509-486-2186; hours M-F 7:45 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Wenatchee River Ranger District, 600 Sherbourne, Leavenworth, WA  98826; 509-548-2550; hours M-F 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/r6/passes-permits/recreation
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SAFETY: 

If heading to the woods, it’s a good idea to be sure to let someone know where you are going, when you plan to 
return and what to do if you don’t return on time.  Remember to let them know when you do return.  Make sure your 
vehicle is in good working order.  Dress appropriately for all weather conditions.  Avoid cotton clothing and dress in 
layers.  Stay dry, shed layers if you are sweating, add layers if you are cold.  Wear sturdy waterproof boots.  Stay 
warm, stay dry, stay safe and have fun.  
 

D.O.T. HIGHWAY INFO. & MOUNTAIN PASS REPORT LINE: 

Washington State Department of Transportation (WASDOT) provides critical mountain pass reports free of charge 

via telephone and Internet.  The report is available toll-free at 1-800-695-ROAD (1-800-695-7623) or 5-1-1.  

Hearing impaired callers using TTD's (text tele-typewriter devices) can access it at 1-800-833-6388 and then type 
for extension 206-440-4040.  Reports are also available on the WSDOT Home Page at http://www.wsdot.wa.gov in 
the traveler information website.  The Internet pass reports include video snapshots of most of the mountain 
passes.  The report is updated many times each day, October 15 through April 15. 
 

NORTHWEST WEATHER & AVALANCHE CENTER: 

For current snow avalanche information please check the Northwest Weather and Avalanche Center forecast 
online at www.nwac.us . 
 

WOODCUTTING INFORMATION: 

Woodcutting permits for 2014 are only being issued for the Tonasket and Ranger District; all other areas of the 
forest are closed to woodcutting until May 1 depending upon road conditions. 
 

 

 INTERAGENCY PASS PROGRAM (America the Beautiful National Parks & Federal Recreation Lands Pass): 
This pass combines the benefits of existing recreation passes from five federal agencies into one comprehensive 
Interagency Pass called “America the Beautiful – National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Pass.”   

 The pass covers recreation opportunities on public lands managed by National Park Service, Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of Reclamation, and U.S. Forest Service.   

 The pass applies to those locations that currently have entrance or standard amenity fees. 

 The annual pass sells for $80, the lifetime senior pass is $10, and the lifetime access pass and the 
volunteer passes are free.   

 Passes are valid for one full year from the month of purchase.  

 Passes provide entrance or access to the pass holder and accompanying passengers in a single, private, 
non-commercial vehicle at federally operated recreation sites across the country.  

 Passes cover the pass holder and three (3) accompanying adults age 16 and older at sites where per 
person entrance fees are charged. No entry fee for children 15 and under.  

 Passes are NON-REFUNDABLE, NON-TRANSFERABLE, and cannot be replaced if lost or stolen.  

 The new program replaces the Golden Eagle, Golden Age, and the Golden Access Passports as well 
as the National Parks Pass.  Existing passes will remain valid until expired, lost or stolen. 

 These passes can be used in lieu of the Northwest Forest Pass.   

 

RECREATION PASS PURCHASE INFORMATION: 
A $5 day use fee is required at many trailheads and day use sites across the forest. The Northwest Forest Day 

Pass, Northwest Forest Annual Pass and America The Beautiful Interagency Annual Pass are honored at all Forest 

Service-operated recreation sites where a day use fee is required. For a complete list of recreation sites where a 

day use fee is required, please visit http://go.usa.gov/2YXA or call your local ranger station.  
 

Passes are available at all ranger district offices and the forest headquarters office in Wenatchee.  The cost is 

$30 for an annual pass and $5 for a day use pass.  For information about the Northwest Forest Pass call 1-800-

270-7504 or to order it online go to www.naturenw.org .  

 Wenatchee area:  Northwest Forest passes are available at Arlberg Sports Inc., Hooked on Toys, Bi-Mart 

and Mountain Air Gear. 

 Chelan area:  Passes are available at the Chelan Ranger District office. 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/
http://www.nwac.us/
http://go.usa.gov/2YXA
http://www.naturenw.org/
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 Lake Wenatchee area:  Passes are available at Midway Village Grocery, Parkside Grocery and Plain 

Hardware.   

 Leavenworth area:  In Leavenworth passes are available at Der Sportsman, Icicle Quik Stop 76 gas 

station, Sleeping Lady Mountain Retreat Gift Shop, and Pioneer Market in Cashmere. 

 Entiat area:  Passes are available at Cooper’s General Store in the Entiat Valley and at the Entiat Ranger 

District office. 
 Cle Elum area:  Northwest Forest Pass vendors include Cle Elum Ranger Station and  

o Sportland Mini Mart Shell Station, 4402 Bullfrog Road, Cle Elum.  Located 1 mile north of the 
Ranger Station on Hwy 903.  Their phone number is 509-649-2260. 

o Kittitas County Chamber of Commerce, 609 N Main, Ellensburg, phone 509-925-2002. 
o Mountain High Sports, 105 E 4

th
 Street, Ellensburg, phone 509-925-4626. 

o Bi-Mart, 608 East Mountain View, Ellensburg, phone 509-925-6973. 
o Mac A Bee Gifts of the Southwest, 1401 Airport Road, Cle Elum, phone 509-674-7055. 
o Stewart Lodge LLC, 805 W 1

st 
St Cle Elum, phone 509-674-4548 

 Methow Valley area:  Passes are available at the Methow Valley Ranger Station office, 24 W. 

Chewuch Road in Winthrop, and   
o Winthrop Mountain Sports, 257 Riverside Avenue, Winthrop, phone 509 996-2886. 
o Methow Cycle and Sports, 19210 Hwy 20, Winthrop, phone 509 996-3645. 
o Valley Hardware/Do-It Center Hardware, 429 E. Methow Valley Hwy., Twisp, 509-997-3355.  
o Mazama Country Inn, 15 Country Road, Mazama, phone 509-996-2681 (Day passes only). 

 Naches area:  Northwest Forest passes can be purchased at the following locations. 

o Naches Ranger District office, 10237 U. S. Hwy 12, Naches, phone 509-653-1401   
o Slim’s Market, 9951 US Hwy 12, Naches  
o Rimrock Grocery Store, 34090 U.S. Hwy 12, Naches, phone 509-672-2251 
o Bi-Mart stores in Yakima, Sunnyside and in Ellensburg 

 

 

SPECIAL FOREST PRODUCTS: 

Permits are required for gathering forest products including firewood, mushrooms, transplants, rocks and minerals, 

posts and poles, floral cuttings, cones, and boughs.  Please contact Forest Service district offices for specific 

information.  There is a minimum charge of $20 per permit.  Free use permits are available for small quantities of 

certain items for personal use.  Special forest products permits for personal use firewood, personal use river rock 

and commercial use beargrass are available from the Cle Elum Ranger Station. 
 

THE 10 ESSENTIALS: 

Carry the 10 plus essentials when traveling in the backcountry—a map, compass, fire starter, water proof matches,  
extra food, extra water, extra clothing, knife, flashlight with spare batteries and bulb, first aid kit, sunglasses, cell 
phone, and a space blanket. 
 

 DISCOVER YOUR NORTHWEST (formerly known as Northwest Interpretive Association): 

Check out the great selection of books, puzzles, cards, stuffed animals, kids stuff and much more at each of the 
DYNW sales outlets located in the reception areas at ranger district offices and at the forest headquarters office!   
 

 

CHELAN  RANGER  DISTRICT 

The office phone number is (509) 682-4900. 

OFFICE HOURS:  The Chelan Ranger District is located at 428 West Woodin Avenue in Chelan with 

office hours of 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.  The office is closed for lunch from 

11:30 to 12:30. The Chelan Ranger District also serves as an information center for the Lake Chelan 

National Recreation Area.   
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SNOWMOBILING: Snowmobile trail grooming operations have ended for the season on the trail 

systems on the north and south shores of Lake Chelan. The 25-Mile, Echo Valley, Antilon, and Black 

Canyon Sno-Parks are closed for the season due to insufficient snow, but trails may be accessed from the 

Entiat and South Fork of Gold Creek Sno-Parks.  Be aware, conditions are changing rapidly.  

For information please visit the Washington State Parks webpage at http://www.parks.wa.gov/143/Trail-

Maps . 

ECHO RIDGE NORDIC SKI AREA:  The Forest Service has stopped charging winter fees at Echo 

Ridge Nordic Ski Area. Trail grooming, performed by the Lake Chelan Nordic Club, has ended as well, 

but there is still snow for Nordic skiing and snowshoeing on some shaded trails.  

All-wheel drive vehicles with good tires are recommended for traveling up to Echo Ridge as the 

road is steep and often slushy/muddy this time of year. Always be alert for other vehicles stopped and/or 

oncoming around hair-pin turns on this road. 

LAKE LEVEL:  The level of Lake Chelan is 1,086.17 feet above sea level.  For more information on the 

lake level, please visit the Chelan County Public Utility District website at http://www.chelanpud.org/lake-

chelan-lake-levels.cfm .   

CAMPING:  All uplake boat-in campgrounds are open with no services available.  Some docks remain 

inaccessible with the lower lake levels in early spring.  Dock permits are required May 1 - Oct. 31.   

ROADS and TRAILS:  The Lakeshore Trail No. 1247 is snow free.  Some areas will continue to have 

hazardous winter driving conditions while others may be muddy or slushy, either scenario can quickly 

deteriorate.  Be prepared for all weather conditions when traveling in the woods. Four-wheel-drive and 

high vehicle clearance is always recommended for travel on forest roads.  Remember, there is limited turn 

around space on most forest roads. 

     The following roads remain closed to four-wheel vehicles and open to snowmobiles: 
 

 Washington Creek Road (FS Road No. 8021)  

 Slide Ridge Rd (FS Road No. 8410) and Shady Pass Rd (FS Road No. 5900) are closed above 25-Mile Creek Sno-

Park.  

 The upper portion of the Purtteman Gulch Rd (FS Road No. 8010) used for the Echo Ridge trail system is also closed 

to vehicles. 
 

Please be prepared for all types of weather conditions, especially since weather conditions change 

rapidly and dramatically this time of year. Be equipped for snow and icy roads as well as muddy or slushy 

roads. Please carry extra supplies for emergencies, and respect the seasonal road closures as they facilitate 

safe use of National Forest roads and trails for all recreationists. The status of road closures will be 

updated as conditions allow. 

ECHO RIDGE SUMMER HIKING TRAILS:  All the Echo Ridge trails are now open with no permit 

required to non-motorized uses like snowshoeing, hiking and recreating with dogs.  However, mountain 

bikers and horseback riders need to give the trails a few weeks to dry out as use on soft, muddy trails 

leads to ruts, braided trails, and generally poor trail conditions. If you’re leaving tracks then turn back is 

a good guide to decide if you should be on the trail. 

http://www.parks.wa.gov/143/Trail-Maps
http://www.parks.wa.gov/143/Trail-Maps
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CLE  ELUM  RANGER  DISTRICT 

The office phone number is (509) 852-1100. 

OFFICE HOURS:  Winter office hours are Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. with a 45-minute 

closure for lunch from 12:30 to 1:15 p.m.   

SNOW:  Sunny days and crisp clear nights have been the norm for the past few days with rain in the 

forecast.  Snow is melting quickly in the valleys, yet remains plentiful at mid to high elevation for winter 

recreation. The potential for avalanche remains moderate to high, always check current avalanche 

conditions at www.nwac.us before venturing into the snow covered forest and go prepared by carrying the 

appropriate equipment, such as avalanche beacons, probes and shovels.  Also, it behooves all winter 

recreationists to take an avalanche awareness class.  Be familiar with your equipment, carry the 10 

essentials, and avoid avalanche prone terrain.  Enjoy your national forest and return safely home.  

For current snow depth check the SnoTel website at http://go.usa.gov/WypV .  

SNOW GROOMING:  The 2014 snow grooming season will wrap up on March 31, 2014.  Groomer 

operators are reporting lots of snow remaining at the higher elevations, with the typical spring freeze thaw 

cycle creating crusty snow in the morning hours and slushy snow in the afternoon.  Use caution as hot 

spots under the snow, such as ditch lines, stumps and rocks are beginning to melt out from the ground up 

leaving cavities under the snow that can collapse with the weight of a person of snow machine. 

Recreationists will likely be able to enjoy snow sports for another 4 to 6 weeks at the higher elevations.  

SNO-PARK:  For current winter recreation and Sno-Park Information please visit. 

http://www.parks.wa.gov/130/Winter-Recreation . 

SNOQUALMIE PASS VISITOR INFORMATION CENTER will close March 30
th

. It will open for the 

summer recreation season in late May or early June.  

ROADS:  Most roads on the Cle Elum Ranger District remain closed to wheeled vehicles and open to 

winter recreation uses.  Please do not drive wheeled vehicles on closed roads.  With the recent snow melt, 

some roads have begun to emerge from the snow.  Please do not drive on soft and/or muddy roads.  Road 

beds are easily damaged this time of year and repairs are very costly.  

WILDFLOWERS:  Spring’s earliest wildflowers are beginning to splash the lowlands of the shrub 

steppe with the yellows of buttercup, gold star and yellow bells, the purples of sage violet and grass 

widow, as well as the  gray of the rather homely biscuit root.  

CABIN RENTALS:  The Cle Elum Ranger District offers one cabin for public rental.  For more 

information or to make reservations, contact National Recreation Reservation Service at 1-877-444-6777 

or online at www.recreation.gov .  

http://www.nwac.us/
http://go.usa.gov/WypV
http://www.parks.wa.gov/130/Winter-Recreation
http://www.recreation.gov/
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 Teanaway Guard Station is located along North Fork Teanaway Road No. 9737 north of Cle Elum.  

This small cabin offers a cozy spot for two people to enjoy the Teanaway Valley.  The cabin has one 

bunk bed set that offers two twin beds.  A picnic table and a fire ring are available outside.  Once 

snow falls, winter access to this cabin is by ski, snowshoe or snowmobile only.  The route is 2.25 

miles long over a groomed snowmobile route and gains less than 200 feet in elevation.  A sno-park 

permit is not required for parking at the Teanaway staging area.   

 

 

ENTIAT  RANGER  DISTRICT 

The office phone number is (509) 784-4700. 

OFFICE HOURS:  8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

ROADS and SNOW LEVELS:  As of March 25
th

, there was 38 inches of snow at Pope Ridge.  Please 

tread lightly on Forest Service roads, drive carefully, carry tire chains and a shovel and use good 

judgment as road conditions can change quickly.   

From the Entiat side, roads to Sugarloaf and Shady Pass are impassable to vehicles.  The road at 

Mad River Sno-Park is barricaded; this road is used as a groomed snowmobile trail.  Expect to encounter 

lots of snow as you gain elevation in the national forest.   

SNOWMOBILING: Snowmobiles are allowed on Forest Service roads once the snow depth makes the 

road impassable to vehicles.  Snow is rapidly melting at low elevations and near Sno-Parks; high 

elevations still have plenty of snow.  Call the Entiat Ranger Station for the latest snow conditions. 

 Snow at the Mad River Sno-Park is melting fast, and grooming is no longer occurring. 

 The Entiat Valley Sno-Park has snow and the road remains closed beyond the sno-park. Grooming is finished for the 

Entiat Valley Sno-Park for the season. 

TRAILS:  Trailheads are inaccessible to vehicles due to snow.   

CAMPGROUNDS:  All Entiat Ranger District campgrounds are closed.  Camping is still allowed, but 

campgrounds are only accessible by foot or over the snow equipment and there are no services available.  

If you do use these campgrounds, please remember to bring drinking water and pack out all garbage.  

Campgrounds will re-open in late spring. 

 

METHOW  VALLEY  RANGER  DISTRICT 

The office phone number is (509) 996-4003. 

OFFICE HOURS:  Open Monday through Friday from 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

WEATHER:  A local weather forecast is available at http://go.usa.gov/f4y . 

http://go.usa.gov/f4y


3-25-2014  Okanogan- Wenatchee National Forest Recreation Report                                                                          page 8 of  18 
 

SNOW:  As of March 24, there was no snow in Winthrop, 22 inches at Mazama, Washington Pass had 

107 inches of snow at 5,500 feet, and 123 inches of snow at Hart’s Pass at 6,200 feet.  Please check the 

SnoTel website at http://go.usa.gov/WypV for current snow depth information at SnoTel sites across 

Washington State.  Check for current avalanche danger at www.nwac.us/ . 

SKIING:  Skiing has ended at Loup Loup Ski Bowl. Some cross-country ski trails are still open and 

groomed; for the most current report go to http://www.mvsta.com/index.php/winter-trails/grooming/ . 

SNOWMOBILING:  Higher elevation snowmobile trails have good snow cover and are groomed.  For 

the most current grooming information call 509-422-7324.  For online travel plan maps showing locations 

of district Sno-Parks and groomed snowmobile trails go to http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/okawen/maps-

pubs/?cid=stelprdb5306482 .   

Always get the latest avalanche condition forecast from the Northwest Avalanche Center website 

www.nwac.us prior to any trip into the backcountry.   

SPRING BURNING:  Forest Service specialists anticipate beginning spring burning as early as April on 

some of the lower elevation National Forest sites around Little Bridge, McFarland and Squaw Creeks near 

Twisp, Washington.  Controlled burning treatments on the Methow Valley Ranger District are planned 

northwest of Winthrop near Eightmile Creek and Fawn Creek; west of Twisp near Little Bridge Creek; 

and west of Methow in the McFarland Creek and Squaw Creek drainages. 

Each of the areas planned for either spring or fall burning are shown on a map in the 2014 Burn Plan 

brochure available at local Forest Service offices.  The brochure includes information about the reasons 

for treatment in each of the areas.  In some areas, the treatment is underburning to remove accumulations 

of slash and naturally occurring fuels.  These treatments will reintroduce fire on the landscape and reduce 

the wildfire risk to nearby homes and forested lands.  In other areas, the treatments involve burning piles 

of slash from thinning treatments. 

WOODCUTTING:  Starting in 2014, firewood gathering on the Methow Valley Ranger District will only 

be allowed May 1 through December 31.  Forest Service firewood gathering permits will only be issued 

from the Methow Valley Ranger District during these months.  This decision was made after reviewing 

public and employee input.  The change will reduce damage to roads in the spring, provide better 

consistency with firewood gathering programs on other ranger districts, reduce resource impacts and law 

enforcement issues in the winter, and promote the use of seasoned firewood resulting in cleaner air.   

ROADS:  North Cascade Highway is closed for public safety during the winter from milepost 

134/Diablo Gate to milepost  178/Early Winters.  WA State Department of Transportation will begin 

snow removal from North Cascade Highway on March 31. 

http://go.usa.gov/WypV
http://www.nwac.us/
http://www.mvsta.com/index.php/winter-trails/grooming/
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/okawen/maps-pubs/?cid=stelprdb5306482
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/okawen/maps-pubs/?cid=stelprdb5306482
http://www.nwac.us/
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From December 1 to April 1, many forest roads become groomed snowmobile routes, open only to 

snowmobiles with an annual closure to motorized wheeled vehicles even though snow accumulation is 

less than usual.   

If a forest road is not listed in the table below, we have no current information about that road.  

Maps of groomed snowmobile routes on the Methow Valley Ranger District are available at the district 

office or online at www.fs.usda.gov/main/okawen/maps-pubs.   

Road Name and Number Conditions Updated 

Alder Creek/Look-out Mountain 

1065-200 
Closed Oct. 1 to March 31 for non-motorized hunting access and deer 
winter range. 

3/24/14 

Alder Creek 1065-225 
Closed Oct. 1 to March 31 for non-motorized hunting access and deer 
winter range. 

3/24/14 

Finley Canyon 1590-300 Winter snow blocks access. 3/24/14 

Finley Canyon 1590-370 Winter snow blocks access. 3/24/14 

Bear Creek 1631-100 
Closed Oct. 1 to March 31 for non-motorized hunting access and deer 
winter range. 

3/24/14 

Cougar Creek 1631-200  
Closed Oct. 1 to March 31 for non-motorized hunting access and deer 
winter range. 

3/24/14 

Ramsey/Tripod 1631-100 
The road is repaired and re-opened at Pearrygin Creek, but  is closed Oct. 
1 to March 31 for non-motorized hunting access and deer winter range. 

3/24/14 

Ramsey/Boulder 1631-200 Access road No. 5009-100 is repaired and re-opened.    3/24/14 

Ramsey 1631-300 Closed for non-motorized hunting. Winter range Oct. 1 - Mar. 31. 3/24/14 

North Cascade Highway  
State Route 20  

(West to Washington/Rainy Passes) 

North Cascades Highway 20 is closed for the season from milepost 134 
Diablo Gate to milepost 178/Early Winters. The effort to reopen the North 
Cascades Highway will begin March 31.  

3/24/14 

Jack Creek Hwy 20-103 Closed. Non-motorized hunting, winter range. Oct. 1 - March 31. 3/24/14 

Frazer Creek Hwy 20-670 Closed. Non-motorized hunting, winter range. Oct. 1 - March 31 3/24/14 

Boulder  37 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed 
snowmobile route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Lower Boulder  3700-980 Closed. Non-motorized hunting, winter range. Oct. 1 - March 31. 3/24/14 

Boulder Creek to Rogers Lake 39 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed 
snowmobile route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Black Canyon 4010 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed 
snowmobile route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Black Canyon 4010-050 Road wash-out. Closed. Non-motorized hunting, winter range. Oct. 1 - March 31. 3/24/14 

Black Canyon 4010-100 Closed. Non-motorized hunting, winter range. Oct. 1 - March 31 3/24/14 

South Summit 4100 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed 
snowmobile route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Benson Creek 4150 
This road is a designated snowmobile route through a closed area during 
winter months whether groomed or not.  The road is closed to motorized 
wheeled vehicles. 

3/24/14 

Benson Creek 4150-200 
This road is a designated snowmobile route through a closed area during 
winter months whether groomed or not.  The road is closed to motorized 
wheeled vehicles. 

3/24/14 

Benson Creek 4150-300 Closed. Non-motorized hunting, winter range. Oct. 1 - March 31 3/24/14 

Pole Pick 4150-500 Closed. Non-motorized hunting, winter range. Oct. 1 - March 31. 3/24/14 

Pole Pick 4150-630 Closed. Non-motorized hunting, winter range. Oct. 1 - March 31. 3/24/14 

Yockey Creek 4150-265 Closed. Non-motorized hunting, winter range. Oct. 1 - March 31. 3/24/14 

North Summit 42 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed 
snowmobile route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Bear Mountain 42 
Non-motorized hunting, winter range. Oct. 1 - Nov. 30. Winter snow blocks 
access. 

3/24/14 

South Beaver 4225 Winter snow blocks access. 3/24/14 

Volstead/Blue Buck 4225-200 Closed. Non-motorized hunting, winter range. Oct. 1 - March 31. 3/24/14 

Cougar 4225-230 Closed. Non-motorized hunting, winter range. Oct. 1 - March 31. 3/24/14 

Volstead 4225-400 Closed. Non-motorized hunting, winter range. Oct. 1 - March 31. 3/24/14 

Beaver Summit 4230 
Open 1 mile, then closed for non-motorized hunting, winter range. Oct. 1 - 
March 31. 

3/24/14 

 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/okawen/maps-pubs
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Road Name and Number Conditions Updated 

Lightening Creek 4230 Closed. Non-motorized hunting, winter range. Oct. 1 - March 31. 3/24/14 

Starvation Mtn. 4235 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed 
snowmobile route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Lightning Creek Ridge 4235-195 Closed. Non-motorized hunting, winter range. Oct. 1 - March 31. 3/24/14 

Buttermilk Libby (Buttermilk 

portion) 43 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed 
snowmobile route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Buttermilk Libby (Libby portion) 43 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed 
snowmobile route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Smith Canyon 4300-100 Closed. Non-motorized hunting, winter range. Oct. 1 - March 31. 3/24/14 

Poorman Creek 4300-300 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed 
snowmobile route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Buttermilk Butte 4300-400 Winter snow is accumulating. 3/24/14 

West Fork Buttermilk Trailhead 

4300-500 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed 
snowmobile route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

West Fork Buttermilk 4300-550 
CLOSED – the bridge is condemned and unsafe.  The road is damaged 

near the bridge from a 2011 washout 
3/24/14 

West Fork Buttermilk 4300-560 
CLOSED – the bridge is condemned and unsafe.  The access road is 

damaged near the bridge from a 2011 washout.  
3/24/14 

Buttermilk Creek 4300-600 Designated snowmobile route  3/24/14 

Buttermilk Creek 4300-610 
Closed Oct. 1 – Nov. 30 for non-motorized hunting. Winter snow blocks 
access. 

3/24/14 

Newbutter 4300-800 
Closed Oct. 1 – Nov. 30 for non-motorized hunting. Winter snow blocks 
access. 

3/24/14 

South Fork Gold Creek 4330 
Open to the sno-park then the road becomes a groomed snowmobile route 
December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Rainy Creek Road 4330-100  

(up the South Fork Gold Creek)  
Winter snow blocks access. 

3/24/14 

North Fork Gold Creek 4340 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed 
snowmobile route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Middle Fork Gold Creek 4340-100 Closed Oct. 1 through March 31 for non-motorized hunting and winter range. 3/24/14 

Foggy Dew 4340-200 Closed Oct. 1 through March 31 for non-motorized hunting and winter range. 3/24/14 

Twisp River 44 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed 
snowmobile route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Lime Creek 4400-100 Closed Oct. 1 through March 31 for non-motorized hunting and winter range. 3/24/14 

Coal Rader/Thompson 4410 Closed to motorized use Nov. 15 through March 31; road is groomed for 
cross-country skiing. 

3/24/14 

Thompson Ridge 4410-100 Closed Oct. 1 through March 31 for non-motorized hunting and winter range. 3/24/14 

Thompson Ridge 4410-200 Closed Oct. 1 – Nov. 30 for non-motorized hunting. 3/24/14 

Little Wolf Creek 4410-500 Closed to motorized use Nov. 15 through March 31; road is groomed for 
cross-country skiing. 

3/24/14 

Little Wolf Creek 4410-520 Closed to motorized use Nov. 15 through March 31; road is groomed for 
cross-country skiing. 

3/24/14 

Little Wolf Creek 4410-535 Closed to motorized use Nov. 15 through March 31; road is groomed for 
cross-country skiing. 

3/24/14 

Little Bridge Creek 4415 Snow blocks road access. 3/24/14 

Cow Creek 4415-040 Snow blocks road access. 3/24/14 

Deer Creek 4415-050 Snow blocks road access. 3/24/14 

Little Bridge Creek Saddle 4415-100 Snow blocks road access. 3/24/14 

Sheep Creek 4415-175 Snow blocks road access. 3/24/14 

Cabin Creek 4415-180 Snow blocks road access. 3/24/14 

South Twisp River 4420 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed 
snowmobile route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

West Twisp River 4430 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed 
snowmobile route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

War Creek Trailhead Road 4430-

100 
Area access roads closed to motorized wheeled vehicles for snowmobiling 
December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Reynolds 4435 
Area access roads closed to motorized wheeled vehicles for snowmobiling 
December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Twisp River Road 4440 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed 
snowmobile route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 
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Road Name and Number Conditions Updated 

East Chewuch 5010 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed snowmobile 
route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

West Chewuch 51 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed snowmobile 
route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Eightmile 5130 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed snowmobile 
route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Buck Lake 5130-100 
Access roads are closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; the road becomes a 
groomed snowmobile route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Buck Lake 5130-105 
CLOSED Oct. 1 - Dec. 15 for non-motorized hunting. . Access roads are closed 
to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed snowmobile route 
December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Buck Lake 5130-115 Snow blocks road access. 3/24/14 

Buck Lake 5130-140 
CLOSED Oct. 1 - Dec. 15 for non-motorized hunting. Access roads are closed 
to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed snowmobile route 
December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Buck Mountain 5130-155 
CLOSED Oct. 1 - Dec. 15 for non-motorized hunting. Access roads are closed 
to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed snowmobile route 
December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Buck Mountain 5130-160 
CLOSED Oct. 1 - Dec. 15 for non-motorized hunting. Access roads are closed 
to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed snowmobile route 
December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Falls Creek 5140  
Open, winter snow accumulating. Access roads are closed to motorized 
wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed snowmobile route Dec. 1 - April 1. 

3/24/14 

Doe Mountain 5140-100 
Open, winter snow accumulating.  Access roads are closed to motorized 
wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed snowmobile route December 1 to 
April 1. 

3/24/14 

Chewuch 5160 
Area access roads closed to motorized wheeled vehicles for snowmobiling 
December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Lake Creek 5160-100 
Open, winter snow accumulating. Access roads are closed to motorized 
wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed snowmobile route Dec. 1 - April 1. 

3/24/14 

Chewuch/30-Mile 5160-250 
Open, winter snow accumulating.  Access roads are closed to motorized 
wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed snowmobile route Dec. 1 - April 1. 

3/24/14 

Cub Cr./Goat Cr. 5200 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed snowmobile 
route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

First Creek 5200-030 
CLOSED Oct. 1 - Dec. 15 for non-motorized hunting. Access roads are closed 
to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed snowmobile route 
December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Fifth Creek 5200-150 
CLOSED Oct. 1 - Dec. 15 for non-motorized hunting. Access roads are closed 
to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed snowmobile route 
December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Goat Creek 5200-315 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed snowmobile 
route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Short Creek 5200-400 
Access roads are closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a 
groomed snowmobile route December 1 to April 1. 

3/2414 

Long Creek 5200-500 CLOSED – the road is washed out.  3/24/14 

Ortell Creek 5220-200 
Access roads are closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a 
groomed snowmobile route December 1 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Goat Peak 5225-200 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles; road becomes a groomed snowmobile 
route December 1 to April 1. 3/24/14 

Rendezvous Pass 5215 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles and snowmobiles; road becomes a 
groomed cross-country ski route Nov. 15 to April 1. 

3/24/14 

Rendezvous/Fawn 5215-100 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles and snowmobiles; road becomes a 
groomed cross-country ski route Nov. 15 to April 1. 3/24/14 

Blackpine Basin  5225-600 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles and snowmobiles; road becomes a 
groomed cross-country ski route Nov. 15 to April 1. 3/24/14 

Sweetgrass Butte 5220-100 
Closed to motorized wheeled vehicles and snowmobiles; road becomes a 
groomed cross-country ski route Nov. 15 to April 1. 3/24/14 

Cutthroat 5310-400 Area access road closed to motorized wheeled vehicles for winter. 3/24/14 

Hart’s Pass 5400 Area access road closed to motorized wheeled vehicles for winter. 3/24/14 

Slate Peak 5400-600 Area access road closed to motorized wheeled vehicles for winter. 3/24/14 

Chancellor  5400-700 Area access road closed to motorized wheeled vehicles for winter. 3/24/14 

Newby Creek 9114-125 Closed Oct. 1 – March 31 for non-motorized hunting, and deer winter range. 3/24/14 
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CAMPGROUNDS & TRAILS:  Annually, from December 1 to April 1, most Methow Valley Ranger 

District roads are closed to motorized wheeled vehicles.  These road closures block wheeled motor vehicle 

access to all Methow Valley Ranger District campgrounds and many roads leading to trails on the Methow 

Valley and Tonasket Ranger Districts.  Go to www.fs.usda.gov/okawen/conditions for updates on trail 

conditions.  Currently snow accumulation blocks access to all district trails and campgrounds.  

 

NACHES  RANGER  DISTRICT 

The office phone number is (509) 653-1401. 

OFFICE HOURS:  The Naches Ranger Station foyer is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week to make 

handouts and forest information available to the public during non-office hours.   Office hours are 

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  The office is closed daily for lunch from noon to 12:30.      

No permit sales after 4 p.m. 

SNOW:  Weather for the week of March 25-29 will be a mix of rain and snow with snow at 5,000 

elevation.  Sno-Park signs will be coming down the first week of April.  The last day to use a sno-park 

pass will be March 31, 2014. 

WINTER CONDITIONS:  Be prepared for winter weather conditions.  Be sure to carry the ten 

essentials—extra warm clothes (including hats, gloves, and boots), food, water and/or water filter, map, 

compass, water proof matches, fire starter, sunglasses, pocket knife, and a flashlight with good batteries.  

In your vehicle carry extra blankets, first aid kit, flares, shovel, tire chains, basic tools (screwdriver, pliers, 

crescent wrench and hammer) and sand or kitty litter to use for traction. 

 CROSS-COUNTRY and SNOWSHOE AREAS:  On March 21, Bumping Lake area had 

approximately 3-4 feet of snow.   

SNOW GROOMING TO GOOSE PRAIRIE ONLY:  Due to funding issues, Bumping River Road/FS 

Road No. 1800 will not be snow plowed beyond Goose Prairie this winter. The three-mile road segment 

between Goose Prairie and Bumping Lake will not be plowed, effectively adding a total of six additional 

round-trip miles of over the snow travel to those planning to snowshoe or cross-country ski in the 

Bumping Lake area.  

SNO-PARK PERMITS:  To purchase a sno-park permit visit the Naches Ranger District office, Slim’s 

Market or Whistlin’ Jack Lodge.   

CHINOOK PASS / STATE  ROUTE  410 and CAYUSE PASS / STATE  ROUTE  123 are closed 

until snow melts.  

http://www.fs.usda.gov/okawen/conditions
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WOODCUTTING:  Woodcutting season is closed.  It will reopen on May 1, 2014.  Naches Ranger 

District wood season always starts on the first working day in May and ends on September 30th.  If the 

first day of May falls on a Saturday or a Sunday it’ll be the following Monday.  If September 30th falls on 

a weekday then the last day will be the first Sunday in October depending on the fire season.  The reason 

for this is due to a court decision in the early 1990s.  A lawsuit was brought against the Naches Ranger 

District stating that the district office was selling wood permits to people who were not curing or drying 

out their wood and when green wood is burned it pollutes the air and is hazardous to people’s health.  The 

judge ruled in favor of the plaintiff.  Under the court order there were stipulations that the Naches Ranger 

District office had to adhere to before being able to sell wood permits to the public again. Woodcutting 

season dates were one of these stipulations. 

TRAILS:  The lower elevation trails are snow free on the south facing slopes; snow generally remains 

longer on north facing slopes.  Be prepared for winter weather conditions when recreating in the national 

forest.  Before leaving home, always leave a detailed written trip itinerary with a responsible family 

member or friend.   

To check out current conditions at White Pass or any of the other state mountain passes go to 

http://www.Wsdot.com/traffic/passes .  Washington Trails Association web site (www.wta.org) is also    

an excellent site for obtaining updates on current trail conditions.   

BOULDER CAVE & DAY USE SITE ARE CLOSED FOR THE SEASON:  Boulder Cave, Boulder 

Cave Day Use Site and Trail No. 962 leading to Boulder Cave are closed annually from October 1 to 

April 30 to all visitor use for public safety (the trail and cave have hazardous ice conditions during the 

winter season), to discourage vandalism and to protect Pacific Western big-eared bats that hibernate in the 

cave.  A small population of 50 bats uses Boulder Cave as a hibernaculum during the winter.  This highly 

beneficial species is in rapid decline due to disturbance during hibernation.  The big-eared bat is 

extremely intolerable to human disturbance. Bats must survive the winter months on a limited supply of 

stored fat; any disturbance that may awaken bats will deplete this food supply resulting in their death.  

Humans within sight or sound of the bats create sufficient disturbance to awaken them.  These bats eat a 

fair amount of mosquitoes which is very beneficial to mankind. 

Boulder Cave is home to the only known population of Pacific Western Big-Eared bats in this part 

of Washington State.  In the 1920s and 1930s, the Boulder Cave bat population numbered in the 

thousands.  These bats have historically used Boulder Cave during the summer, but presently do not.  It 

appears the heavy human use during the summer has discouraged the big-eared bat’s use.   

CAMPGROUNDS:  Naches Ranger District campgrounds are closed for the winter season.    

 

http://www.wsdot.com/traffic/passes
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GROUP RESERVATION SITES:  Reservations for group camp sites need to be made through the 

National Recreation Reservation Service by calling their toll free number 877-444-6777 or by going 

online to their web site at www.recreation.gov .  The American Ridge Lodge and American River Guard 

Station group reservation sites are open year-round.  There is no access by passenger vehicle to American 

Ridge Lodge during the winter due to winter road conditions that could be unsafe for vehicles. 

Area Group Reservation Sites Daily Fee 
Registration 

Fee 

Chinook Pass   
State Route  410 

American Ridge Lodge $100 $10 

American River Guard Station $  50 $10 

 

ROADS:  Expect to encounter snow on high elevation forest roads.   

 South Fork Tieton Road/FS Road 1000 - Closed due to snow 

 Clover Way Road/FS Road No. 1605 - Closed due to snow 

 Rock Creek Road/FS Road No. 1702 - Closed due to snow 

 Deep Creek Road/FS Road No. 1808 - Closed due to snow 

 Bear Creek Area/FS Road No. 1204 and Pinegrass Area/FS Road No. 1205 in the White Pass area are 
closed due to snow 

 Little Naches Area/FS Road No. 1900 off of Chinook Pass is closed due to snow at the junction of roads 
No. 1900 and No. 1904 

 

FLOOD DAMAGED ROADS THAT REMAIN CLOSED: 

Road Name and 
Number 

Flood Damaged Roads that are CLOSED 

Little Rattlesnake Road 

No. 1501 

Closed to all motorized traffic for 5.1 miles from the junction of Forest Road No. 1500/1501 

(T15N, R15E, Sec. 10) to the junction of Forest Road No. 1501 and Forest Road No. 1503 
(T15N, R14E, Sec. 24). 

Gold Creek Road       

No. 1703 

Closed to all motorized traffic for 5.9 miles from State Route 410 (T17N, R14E, Sec. 36) to the 

end of Forest Road No. 1703 (T17N, R14E, Sec. 24) junction with Forest Road No. 1705.  
Estimated construction date 2013-2014. 

Milk Creek Road        

No. 1708 

Closed to all motorized traffic for 6.7 miles from the junction of Forest Road No. 1708 and 

State Route 410 (T17N, R14E, Sec. 09) to the junction with Forest Road 1708-590 (T17N, 
R15E, Sec. 06).  Estimated construction date 2013-2014. 

 

 

 

 

TONASKET  RANGER  DISTRICT 

The office phone number is (509) 486-2186. 

OFFICE HOURS:  Monday through Friday, 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  During non-business hours, free 

forest information is available in the cabinets outside the main entrance to the district office.  

SNOW:  As of March 25
th

, there was 17 inches of snow at the Salmon Meadows SnoTel site.  Please 

check the SnoTel website at http://go.usa.gov/BeRm for current snow depth at Salmon Meadows.  

http://www.recreation.gov/
http://go.usa.gov/BeRm
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SNO-PARK PERMITS:  Parking in a designated Sno-Park requires a Sno-Park permit.  Permits are 

available at the Tonasket Ranger District.  This permit is typically sold to cross-country skiers and 

snowshoers.  Seasonal and day permits are also available.  

ROADS:  Several of the roads on the Tonasket Ranger District are scheduled to open on April 1, see the list 

below.  Please use caution when traveling on forest roads.  Be sure to look at the free Okanogan National 

Forest Travel Plan Map for more information (available at Forest offices or online at 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5306489.pdf).  For current road conditions please call the 

Tonasket Ranger District office at 509-486-2186.   

Road Name and Number Condition 

Aeneas/ Crawfish 30 

Road No. 3000 -- Seasonal closure Dec.  1 to April 1 for use as a groomed snowmobile route. 

Road No. 3000-290 and No. 285 – Seasonal closure October 1 to March 31 for deer winter range 
and non-motorized hunting access. 

Road No. 3000-530 -- Seasonal closure Dec.  1 to April 1 for deer winter range. 

Barnell Meadows 3000-100 Seasonal closure December 1 to April 1 for use as a groomed snowmobile route. 

Peony Creek 3010-300 Open 

Sweat Creek 3100 Open 

Frosty Creek 3100-200 Seasonal closure December 1 to March 31 for deer winter range. 

Mount Annie 3100-300 Open.   

Tratnick Grade 3120 Seasonal closure December 1 to April 1 for use as a groomed snowmobile route. 

Gardner Creek 3125 Seasonal closure December 1 to April 1. 

North Cape LaBelle Seasonal closure December 1 to April 1. 

Cape LaBelle Seasonal closure December 1 to April 1. 

Bonaparte Lake to Beaver Lake 32 

Road No. 3200 -- Seasonal closure Dec.  1 to April 1 for use as a groomed snowmobile route. 
Road No. 3200-030 – Seasonal closure Dec. 1 to April 1 for use as a designated snowmobile 
route. 

Road No. 3200-050 -- Seasonal closure Dec. 1 to April 1 for use as a groomed snowmobile route. 

Henderson Creek/Mill Creek  3230 

Road No. 3230 -- Seasonal closure Dec. 1 to April 1 for use as a groomed snowmobile route. 

Road No. 3230-090 -- Seasonal closure October 1 to April 1 – Deer winter range and non-
motorized hunting access 

Phoebe Mountain (Burge Mtn.) 3235 
Road No. 3235 -- Seasonal closure Dec.  1 to April 1 for use as a designated snowmobile route.  

Road No. 3235-020 -- Seasonal closure Dec.  1 to April 1. 

Cumberland Mtn. 3240 

Road No. 3240 -- Seasonal closure Dec.  1 to April 1. Groomed snowmobile route. 

Road No. 3240-020 -- Open 

Road No. 3240-025 -- Open 

Myers Creek  3300 
Road No. 3240 -- Seasonal closure Dec.  1 to April 1. Groomed snowmobile route.  

Road No. 3300-040 -- Seasonal closure December 1 to April 1. 

Chesaw 3400 Seasonal closure Dec.  1 to April 1 for use as a groomed snowmobile route. 

Summit Lake Road 3525 Open 

FS Roads 3525-250 and 3525-255 Open 

Nicholson Creek 3575 Open.  Four-wheel drive or high clearance vehicles are advised on road No. 3575-120. 

Middle Salmon - Boulder Creek  37 Seasonal closure Dec.  1 to April 1 for use as a groomed snowmobile route. 

FS Road 3700-319 Open 

North Fork Salmon Creek 38 Seasonal closure Dec.  1 to April 1 for use as a groomed snowmobile route. 

Ray Road/Muckamuck 3800-025 Open 

Cazadero 3800-365 Open  

FS Rd 3800-367 Open 

FS Road 3810 Open 

Lone Frank 3820 Seasonal closure Dec.  1 to April 1 for use as a groomed snowmobile route. 

Iron Gate  3900-500 Open. Not recommended for two-wheel drive vehicles. High clearance vehicles advised.  

Buck Pass 4200 Seasonal closure Dec.  1 to April 1 for use as a groomed snowmobile route. 
 

TRAILS:  No trails are open yet on the Tonasket Ranger District, it should not be too long before some 

begin to melt out though. 

 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5306489.pdf
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WOODCUTTING:  The current Industrial Fire Precaution level for the Tonasket Ranger District is Level 

1 allowing woodcutters to cut firewood all day long.  Woodcutting permits are available at the Tonasket 

Ranger District office from 8 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. and the Okanogan Valley office from 7:30 a.m. to 3:45 

p.m. Monday through Friday.  Vendors selling woodcutting permits include: 

− Big R in Omak 

− Riverside Grocery in Riverside 

− Conconully General Store in Conconully 

− Hughes Department Store in Oroville 

− The Junction Convenience Store  in Tonasket  
 

These permits may be used for woodcutting only on the Tonasket Ranger District.  Even though 

woodcutting is permitted on the Tonasket District, there are some forest roads that will remain closed to 

motor vehicles until April 1. Be sure to look at the free Okanogan National Forest Travel Plan Map to 

make sure the roads in the area where you want to cut wood are open.  

CAMPGROUNDS:  All campgrounds are closed for the winter.  If you choose to stay at any of the 

campgrounds, please be sure to bring your own drinking water and pack out all trash. 

The group site at Lost Lake Campground is available by reservation only.  This site is generally 

booked far in advance, so make reservations early.  Please go online to www.recreation.gov or call the 

National Recreation Reservation Service at 1-877-444-6777 to make reservations. 

 

WENATCHEE RIVER  RANGER  DISTRICT 

The new office phone number is (509) 548-2550. 

WINTER HOURS:  8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Please be aware, public restrooms are 

no longer available at the Leavenworth Ranger Station.  The Lake Wenatchee Ranger Station is not open 

for visitor services.   

SNOW:  The snow is melting off quickly at lower elevations on the district.  The temperature is rising 

and in the lower elevations spring is starting to make an appearance.  As of March 25
th

, Stevens Pass had 

115 inches of snow, Blewett Pass had 28 inches and Trinity had 71 inches.  All Sno-Parks are open and 

grooming continues only in the Lake Wenatchee area. 

All GROOMING ON CROSS-COUNTRY SKI TRAILS HAS ENDED FOR THE WINTER. 

SNO-PARK:  A sno-park permit is required to use any of the sno-parks in the Lake Wenatchee area.  An 

Annual Sno-Park pass with a groomed trails sticker will get you into all parking areas; these cost $80.  

The Daily Sno-Park pass costs $20 but also requires an Annual or Daily State Discover Pass for use in the 

state park.  Self-pay stations for daily Sno-Park and daily Discover Passes are available at each parking 

area in the state park.   

http://www.recreation.gov/
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ICICLE ROAD HAZARDS: Recent rain has loosened the slopes above the road and large boulders have 

come down on to the road three times in the past couple weeks. This is a common occurrence in the spring, 

but the most recent boulders that landed on the road were very large. These were located about one-half mile 

beyond the gate near Snow Creek trailhead. Slow down and use caution when traveling through this area. 

More rock fall can happen at any time, and on other sections of the road. The snow berm and barricades at 

Eightmile turnaround are in place and there is still about a foot of solid packed snow on the road from there. 

ROADS:  Plan to encounter icy, snowy and muddy conditions on forest roads. Please do not drive on muddy 

roads, wait until they have had a chance to dry out.  Make sure the road you are on is open to wheeled motor 

vehicles.   

 Chiwawa Road No. 6200 is closed to wheeled motor vehicles. This area is open for winter recreation 
opportunities.  

 White River Road No. 6400 is open to Tall Timber Ranch. 

 Ranger Road is closed. 

 Little Wenatchee Road No. 6500 is closed.  

 Smithbrook/Rainy Creek Road No. 6700 is snow covered and closed to wheeled motor vehicles. Be 
aware, this area is prone to avalanches. 

 Mission Creek Road No. 7100 is closed due to flood damage from the junction of Number Two Canyon 
Road No. 7101 to the junction with Beehive Road No. 9712. The road is unsafe for travel.   

 No. 2 Canyon Road No. 7101 to Mission Creek Road No. 7100 is under an annual seasonal closure. 

 Tip Top Road No. 7202 and Road No. 7201 are open. 

 Scotty Creek Road No. 7324 is open.  

 Walker Canyon Road No. 7510 is closed to wheeled motor vehicles due to a mudslide in Clark Canyon. 

 Eightmile Road No. 7601 is closed to wheeled motor vehicles. 

 Van Creek Road No. 7520 is open.  Watch for logging truck traffic. 

 Liberty Beehive Road No. 9712 is closed at the Mission Ridge Road gate.   

 Icicle Creek Road is open to Bridge Creek Campground. Beyond this point it is closed to wheeled motor 
vehicles. Please park so your vehicle does not block the road or any driveways.   

 

TREES ACROSS TRAILS AND ROADS:  As a result of strong wind storms, many trees have fallen  

across district roads and trails in the Lake Wenatchee area.  Be aware, weakened trees continue to fall 

during wind events. Please use caution when recreating in these storm-damaged areas. 

CAMPGROUNDS:  Nason Creek and Tumwater Campgrounds are closed and gated for the winter.  All 

other campgrounds are available on a non-fee basis; most can only be accessed by ski, snowshoe or 

snowmobile.  When using these campgrounds, please remember to bring water and toilet paper and pack 

out your garbage.  If you go to a gated campground up the Icicle Road, be sure not to block access to the 

gates. 

GROUP CAMPSITES:  To reserve one of the large group sites during camping season at Eightmile, Bridge 

Creek, Chatter Creek, Tumwater, and Grouse Creek Campgrounds, please call the National Reservation line at 

1-877-444-6777 or online at www.recreation.gov .  Reservations may be made up to one year in advance.   

TRAILS:  Expect to encounter snow on most district trails.  Just the first short segment of the Icicle 

Ridge Trail is snow free, expect to hike in snow beyond that point.   

http://www.recreation.gov/
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ENCHANTMENTS PERMIT APPLICATIONS:  The 2014 Lottery for Enchantment Permits has 

ended. Please check the website at www.recreation.gov after April 4th for openings that may occur due to 

cancellations.  For more information please contact the Wenatchee River Ranger District. 

Overnight Wilderness permits are required from June 15 to October 15 for the Enchantment Area of 

the Alpine Lakes Wilderness.   

 

 

http://www.recreation.gov/

