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Editor’s Note:  Recreation Reports are printed every other week. 
April 22, 2014  
 

 

 
Visitors to the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest are enjoying beautiful wildflowers, views of nesting 

waterfowl, wildlife, and unfortunately also finding that the ticks are just waiting for a free meal!  Forest Service 

employees are reporting that ticks are very abundant in the woods right now, and it is not uncommon for them to 

find two, three or more ticks on their bodies after a day’s work in the woods.  

Most ticks spend the bulk of their life on or near the ground, waiting for a suitable host.  Since they cannot run, 

hop, fly, or move quickly, ticks must climb onto an appropriate object such as tall grass or weeds or up onto fences 

and siding of buildings.  It is from these advantageous positions that they wait for a suitable host to pass by.  When 

they detect vibrations and chemical cues, such as host odors or exhaled carbon dioxide, ticks will fall from their 

perch or stretch out, holding on to their perch with only two or four of their rear legs, and hope to snag or attach 

onto a passing host--a mammal with a fur coat or pants and socks worn by humans. 

Ticks are very well adapted to hang on to any host they happen to attach to.  They have harpoon-like barbs in 

their mouth that attach to a host for feeding, and crablike legs and a sticky secretion that helps hold the tick to the 

host.   

Ticks are not insects like fleas, but arachnids like mites, spiders, and scorpions. The United States has about 

200 tick species. The two most common types of ticks that many people are familiar with are the deer tick and the 

dog tick.  The deer tick is about the size of a pin head, and it is found locally in the Okanogan-Wenatchee National 

Forest and in many other parts of the United States.  The dog tick is very common, and can be up to one-half inch 

long.  Habitats include woods, beach grass, lawns, forests, and even urban areas.  Migratory song birds regularly 

spread ticks across wide regions of the United States as they move about en route to their seasonal habitats. 

Ways to protect yourself from ticks: 

 Avoid tall grass and shrubby areas 

 Stay close to the center of hiking trails and avoid brushing against vegetation 

 Wear long-sleeved shirts tight at the wrists, long pants tucked into socks, and shoes covering the entire foot 

 Wear light-colored clothes that show ticks easily  

 Examine your body for ticks, and pay special attention to your head, including your scalp, back, neck, 

armpits, and groin area 

 Examine pets closely for ticks, especially around the head and inside the ears 

 Wearing an insect repellent also might help; read and follow all precautions and directions on the label   
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OFFICE ADDRESSES and PHONE NUMBERS: 

Chelan Ranger District, 428 W. Woodin Ave., Chelan, WA 98816; 509-682-4900; hours M-F 7:45 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Cle Elum Ranger District, 803 W. 2nd Street, Cle Elum, WA  98922; 509-852-1100; hours M-F 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:15 p.m. 

Entiat Ranger District, physical address 2108 Entiat Way, (P.O. Box 476), Entiat, WA  98822; 509-784-4700; hours M-F 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Methow Valley Ranger District, 24 West Chewuch Road, Winthrop, WA  98862; 509-996-4000; hours M-F 7:45 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Naches Ranger District, 10237 Hwy. 12, Naches, WA  98937; 509-653-1401; hours 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; closed for lunch noon to 12:30 p.m. 

Okanogan Valley Office, 1240 South Second Ave., Okanogan, WA  98840; 509-826-3275; hours M- F 7:30-4 p.m.; closed for lunch 11 a.m. to noon 
Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest Headquarters office, 215 Melody Lane, Wenatchee, WA 98801; 509-664-9200; hours M-F 7:45-4:30 

Tonasket Ranger District, 1 W. Winesap, Tonasket, WA  98855; 509-486-2186; hours M-F 7:45 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Wenatchee River Ranger District, 600 Sherbourne, Leavenworth, WA  98826; 509-548-2550; hours M-F 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
 

COMMERCIAL MUSHROOM PERMITS: 

Commercial mushroom permits are available for purchase at the Cle Elum and Wenatchee River ranger district 

offices and forest headquarters office.  Commercial mushroom permit fees are $20 for a 4-day permit, $50 for a 30-

day permit or $100 for a season permit which ends on July 31.  A mushroom harvesting area map and harvesting 

information brochures are available at these forest offices and on the forest website at www.fs.usda.gov/okawen . 

 We expect the morel mushroom crop to be considerably less plentiful than last year; the quantity will depend 

upon spring rains, warm soil temperatures and whether we get a lot of wind drying things out. 

 Commercial harvesting of mushrooms will only occur in three fire areas—Poison, Peavine and Table 

Mountain; a map is available on the forest website and at the three forest offices selling commercial 

mushroom permits.   

 NO commercial mushroom harvesting is allowed on private property or on state managed lands in the Eagle 

Creek Fire area.  We know people will try to access the national forest lands involved in that fire but we can’t 

stress enough--DO NOT TRESPASS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY.  
 

SAFETY: 

If heading to the woods, it’s a good idea to be sure to let someone know where you are going, when you plan to 
return and what to do if you don’t return on time.  Remember to let them know when you do return.  Make sure your 
vehicle is in good working order.  Dress appropriately for all weather conditions.  Avoid cotton clothing and dress in 
layers.  Stay dry, shed layers if you are sweating, add layers if you are cold.  Wear sturdy waterproof boots.  Stay 
warm, stay dry, stay safe and have fun.  
 

D.O.T. HIGHWAY INFO. & MOUNTAIN PASS REPORT LINE: 

Washington State Department of Transportation (WASDOT) provides critical mountain pass reports free of charge 

via telephone and Internet.  The report is available toll-free statewide at 1-800-695-ROAD (1-800-695-7623) or 
5-1-1.  Hearing impaired callers using TTD's (text tele-typewriter devices) can access it at 1-800-833-6388 and then 

type for extension 206-440-4040.  On the Internet the reports are available on the WSDOT Home Page at:  
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov in the traveler information website.  The Internet pass reports include video snapshots of 
most of the mountain passes.  The report is updated many times each day, October 15 through April 15. 
 

NORTHWEST WEATHER & AVALANCHE CENTER (NWAC): 

After April 12 and through the end of the 2013-2014 season, NWAC will continue issuing special avalanche 
statements when unusually hazardous spring avalanche conditions are expected.  
 

For the last two weekends in April, complete mountain weather and avalanche forecasts will be issued on Friday 
afternoon, and again on Saturday for full weekend forecast coverage.  An avalanche and weather outlook 

highlighting potential avalanche concerns for the upcoming weekend, but not a specific avalanche danger rating, 
will be issued every Thursday afternoon during the month of May. This weekly outlook will not be updated unless 
unusually hazardous spring avalanche conditions are expected. Please check the Northwest Weather and 
Avalanche Center forecast online at www.nwac.us . 
 
 
 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/okawen
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/
http://www.nwac.us/
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WOODCUTTING INFORMATION: 

Permits for 2014 are only being issued for the Tonasket Ranger District and the Cle Elum Ranger District; most 
other areas of the forest are closed to woodcutting until May 1.   
 

 INTERAGENCY PASS PROGRAM (America the Beautiful National Parks & Federal Recreation Lands Pass): 
This pass combines the benefits of existing recreation passes from five federal agencies into one comprehensive 
Interagency Pass called “America the Beautiful – National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Pass.”   

 The pass covers recreation opportunities on public lands managed by National Park Service, Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of Reclamation, and U.S. Forest Service.   

 The pass applies to those locations that currently have entrance or standard amenity fees. 

 The annual pass sells for $80, the lifetime senior pass is $10, and the lifetime access pass and the 
volunteer passes are free.   

 Passes are valid for one full year from the month of purchase.  

 Passes provide entrance or access to the pass holder and accompanying passengers in a single, private, 
non-commercial vehicle at federally operated recreation sites across the country.  

 Passes cover the pass holder and three (3) accompanying adults age 16 and older at sites where per 
person entrance fees are charged. No entry fee for children 15 and under.  

 Passes are NON-REFUNDABLE, NON-TRANSFERABLE, and cannot be replaced if lost or stolen.  

 The new program replaces the Golden Eagle, Golden Age, and the Golden Access Passports as well 
as the National Parks Pass.  Existing passes will remain valid until expired, lost or stolen. 

 These passes can be used in lieu of the Northwest Forest Pass.   

 

RECREATION PASS PURCHASE INFORMATION: 
A $5 day use fee is required at many trailheads and day use sites across the Forest. The Northwest Forest Day 

Pass, Northwest Forest Annual Pass, and America The Beautiful Interagency Annual Pass are honored at all 

Forest Service-operated recreation sites where a day use fee is required. For a complete list of recreation sites 

where a day use fee is required, please visit http://go.usa.gov/2YXA or call your local ranger station.  
 

The cost is $30 for an annual pass and $5 for a day use pass.  For information about the Northwest Forest Pass 

call 1-800-270-7504 or to order it online go to www.naturenw.org . 
 

 Wenatchee area:  Northwest Forest Passes are available the forest headquarters office, at Arlberg 

Sports Inc., Hooked on Toys, Bi-Mart, and Mountain Air Gear. 

 Chelan area:  Passes are available at the Chelan Ranger District office. 

 Lake Wenatchee area:  Passes are available at Midway Village Grocery, Parkside Grocery, and Plain 

Hardware.   

 Leavenworth area:  In Leavenworth passes are available at the ranger station, Der Sportsman, Icicle 

Quik Stop 76 gas station, Sleeping Lady Mountain Retreat Gift Shop, and Pioneer Market in Cashmere. 

 Entiat area:  Passes are available at Cooper’s General Store in the Entiat Valley and at the Entiat Ranger 

District office. 

 Cle Elum area:  Northwest Forest Pass vendors include Cle Elum Ranger Station and  

o Sportland Mini Mart Shell Station, 4402 Bullfrog Road, Cle Elum.  Located 1 mile north of the 
Ranger Station on Hwy 903.  Their phone number is 509-649-2260. 

o Kittitas County Chamber of Commerce, 609 N Main, Ellensburg, phone 509-925-2002. 

o Mountain High Sports, 105 E 4
th
 Street, Ellensburg, phone 509-925-4626. 

o Bi-Mart, 608 East Mountain View, Ellensburg, phone 509-925-6973. 
o Mac A Bee Gifts of the Southwest, 1401 Airport Road, Cle Elum, phone  509-674-7055. 
o Stewart Lodge LLC, 805 W 1

st 
St Cle Elum, phone 509-674-4548 

 Naches area:  Northwest Forest passes can be purchased at the following locations. 

o Naches Ranger District office, 10237 U. S. Hwy 12, Naches, phone 509-653-1401   

o Slim’s Market, 9951 US Hwy 12, Naches  

o Rimrock Grocery Store, 34090 U.S. Hwy 12, Naches, phone 509-672-2251 

o Bi-Mart stores in Yakima, Sunnyside and in Ellensburg 

http://go.usa.gov/2YXA
http://www.naturenw.org/
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 Methow Valley area:  Passes are available at the Methow Valley Ranger Station office, 24 W. Chewuch 

Road in Winthrop, and   
o Winthrop Mountain Sports, 257 Riverside Avenue, Winthrop, phone 509 996-2886. 

o Methow Cycle and Sports, 19210 Hwy 20, Winthrop, phone 509 996-3645. 

o Valley Hardware/Do-It Center Hardware, 429 E. Methow Valley Hwy., Twisp, 509-997-3355.  

o Mazama Country Inn, 15 Country Road, Mazama, phone 509-996-2681 (Day passes only). 

 Tonasket area:  Passes are available at the Tonasket Ranger District office. 
 

 

SPECIAL FOREST PRODUCTS: 

Permits are required for gathering forest products including firewood, mushrooms, transplants, rocks and minerals, 

posts and poles, floral cuttings, cones, and boughs.  Please contact Forest Service district offices for specific 

information.  There is a minimum charge of $20 per permit.  Free use permits are available for small quantities of 

certain items for personal use.  Special forest products permits for personal use firewood, personal use river rock 

and commercial use beargrass are available from the Cle Elum Ranger Station. 
 

THE 10 ESSENTIALS: 

Carry the 10 plus essentials when traveling in the backcountry—a map, compass, fire starter, water proof matches,  
extra food, extra water, extra clothing, knife, flashlight with spare batteries and bulb, first aid kit, sunglasses, cell 
phone, and a space blanket. 
 

 DISCOVER YOUR NORTHWEST (formerly known as Northwest Interpretive Association): 

Check out the great selection of books, puzzles, cards, stuffed animals, kids’ stuff and much more at each of the 
DYNW sales outlets located in the reception areas at each ranger district office and at the forest headquarters 
office!   
 

 

CHELAN  RANGER  DISTRICT 

The office phone number is (509) 682-4900. 

OFFICE HOURS:  The Chelan Ranger District is located at 428 West Woodin Avenue in Chelan with 

office hours of 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday with a one hour closure for lunch from 

11:30 to 12:30. The Chelan Ranger District also serves as an information center for the Lake Chelan 

National Recreation Area.   

LAKE LEVEL:  The level of Lake Chelan is 1,087.48 feet above sea level.  For more information on the 

lake level, please visit the Chelan County Public Utility District website at http://www.chelanpud.org/lake-

chelan-lake-levels.cfm .   

CAMPING:  All uplake boat-in campgrounds are open with no services available.  Some docks remain 

inaccessible due to lower lake levels in early spring.  Dock permits are required May 1 through Oct. 31.   

Campground Name Status Elevation General Info/Services 

Antilon Lake Open, snow free  Dispersed camp sites, no services 

Grouse Mountain Inaccessible due to snow 4,425 feet No services 

Handy Springs Inaccessible due to snow 6,300 feet Primitive camping conditions 

Junior Point Inaccessible due to snow 6,600 feet No services 

Snowberry Bowl Open, snow free  No fee yet, no services 

Windy Camp Inaccessible due to snow 5,900 feet Primitive camping conditions 

South Navarre Inaccessible due to snow 6,475 feet Primitive camping conditions 

http://www.chelanpud.org/lake-chelan-lake-levels.cfm
http://www.chelanpud.org/lake-chelan-lake-levels.cfm
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ROADS:  Some areas will continue to have hazardous winter driving conditions while others may be 

muddy or slushy, either scenario can quickly deteriorate.  Be equipped for snow and icy roads as well as 

muddy or slushy roads.  Please carry extra supplies for emergencies.  Be prepared for all weather 

conditions when traveling in the woods.  Four wheel drive and high vehicle clearance are always 

recommended for travel on forest roads.  Remember, there is limited turn around availability on most 

forest roads. 

Road Name Road Number Status 
Cooper Mountain 8020 Passable to the east fork of Joe Creek 

Antoine Creek Road 8140 Passable to Goat Mountain 

Grade Creek 8200 Passable to Coyote Creek 

Joe Creek 8210 Mostly snow free 
 

ECHO RIDGE SUMMER HIKING TRAILS:  All Echo Ridge trails are now open and mostly snow 

free, with no permit required.  Some north-facing trails may still have snow patches so mountain bikers 

and horseback riders need to give those trails a few more weeks to dry out as use on soft, muddy trails 

leads to ruts, braided trails, and generally poor trail conditions. If you’re leaving tracks turn back is a 

good guide to decide if you should be on the trail. 

BACKCOUNTRY TRAILS:  Please call the Chelan District office for the most up to date trail 

information. 

 Lakeshore Trail No. 1247 is snow free and has been maintained from the National Park boundary to 
Meadow Creek 

 Prince Creek Trail No. 1255 is snow free from the lake to about 3,000 feet elevation 

 Moore Point Trail No. 1247A is snow free from the lake to about 3,000 feet elevation 

 The lower portion of North Fork 25 Mile Creek Trial No. 1256 is snow free 

 Pot Peak Trail No. 1266 is snow free to the first switchback 

 Domke Lake Trail No. 1280 is snow free 

 

 

 

CLE  ELUM  RANGER  DISTRICT 

The office phone number is (509) 852-1100. 

OFFICE HOURS:  Current office hours are Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. with a 45-minute 

closure for lunch from 12:30 to 1:15 p.m.   

WOODCUTTING:  Woodcutting permits are now available at the Cle Elum Ranger Station.  Permits 

may also be purchased Monday through Saturday at the Kittitas County Chamber of Commerce office in 

Ellensburg and Cle Elum Chamber of Commerce.  Woodcutters are cautioned to stay on roads and not 

attempt to travel around snow patches; this causes resource damage that is unsightly and costly to repair. 

The Manastash firewood area is not accessible at this time due to snow. 
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SNOQUALMIE PASS VISITOR INFORMATION CENTER is now closed. It will open for the 

summer recreation season on May 22.  

ROADS:  Most roads on the Cle Elum Ranger District remain closed to wheeled vehicles and open to 

winter recreation uses.  Please do not drive wheeled vehicles on closed roads.  With the recent snow melt, 

some roads have begun to emerge from the snow.  Please do not drive on soft and/or muddy roads.  Road 

beds are easily damaged this time of year and repairs are very costly. Conditions are changing rapidly; 

conditions in this report are current as of April 21. The following roads are now open to wheeled vehicles: 

 North Fork Teanaway Road No. 9737 is snow free for only one mile beyond the end of the pavement 
allowing vehicle travel to near the Stafford Creek Junction 

 Reecer Creek Road No. 3500 is snow free to “The Rock Pit” at the junction on road No. 3500-114 

 Manastash Road No. 3100 is snow free to 1.5 miles beyond the Barber Springs Road 

 Taneum Road No. 3300 is snow free to near the Fishhook Flats Trail 

 Fish Lake Road No. 4330 is snow free for approximately one mile. It is not yet possible to drive across 
China Point as extremely icy conditions remain.  

 Cooper Lake Road No. 46 is snow free for less than a half mile 

 French Cabin Creek Road No. 4308 is snow free less than a half mile 

 Blue Creek Road No 9738 is snow free for approximately two miles (no access to Red Top) 
 

WILDFLOWERS:  Wildflowers are beginning to splash the lowlands of the shrub steppe. Balsam root, 

lupine, buttercup, paint brush, camas, sage violet, desert parsley, and other colorful flowers can be found 

in the Reecer Creek area. Spring beauty, buttercup, glacier lily, and Trillium are beginning to bloom in the 

low lands of the Teanaway and Cle Elum valleys.   

CAMPGROUNDS:  Most developed campgrounds will be open by May 22.  Please call the ranger 

district office for more information. The Williams Creek camping area near Liberty is now available for 

use as is Taneum Junction. The French Cabin Creek camping area has snow remaining and has limited 

sites available for camping. These areas have no fee and no services. Please pack out your trash.  

CABIN RENTALS:  The Cle Elum Ranger District offers one cabin for public rental.  For more 

information or to make reservations, contact National Recreation Reservation Service at 1-877-444-6777 

or online at www.recreation.gov .  

 Teanaway Guard Station is located along North Fork Teanaway Road No. 9737 north of Cle Elum.  

This small cabin offers a cozy spot for two people to enjoy the Teanaway Valley.  The cabin has one 

bunk bed set that offers two twin beds.  A picnic table and a fire ring are available outside.  Once 

snow falls, winter access to this cabin is by ski, snowshoe or snowmobile only.  The route is 2.25 

miles long over a groomed snowmobile route and gains less than 200 feet in elevation.  A sno-park 

permit is not required for parking at the Teanaway staging area.   
 

SNOW:  Snow is melting quickly in the valleys, yet remains plentiful at mid to high elevation for winter 

recreation. The potential for avalanche remains moderate, always check current avalanche conditions at 

www.nwac.us before venturing into the snow covered forest and go prepared by carrying the appropriate 

equipment, such as avalanche beacons, probes, and shovels.  Also, it behooves all winter recreationists to 

take an avalanche awareness class.  Be familiar with your equipment, carry the 10 essentials, and avoid 

avalanche prone terrain.  Enjoy your national forest and return safely home.  

http://www.recreation.gov/
http://www.nwac.us/
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ENTIAT  RANGER  DISTRICT 

The office phone number is (509) 784-4700. 

OFFICE HOURS:  8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

ROADS and SNOW LEVELS:  As of April 22
nd

, there was 18 inches of snow at Pope Ridge at about 

3,000 feet elevation.   

Please tread lightly on Forest Service roads, drive carefully, carry tire chains and a shovel, and use 

good judgment as road conditions can change quickly. Four wheel drive and high vehicle clearance is 

always recommended for travel on forest roads.  Remember, there is limited turn around availability on 

most forest roads. 

 Sno-Parks have been removed but snow remains over roads above 3,000 feet on north slopes and 

shaded areas.  The Entiat River Road is melted out to Silver Falls Campground, Silver Falls National 

Recreation Trail is accessible but has not been maintained and will have snow over the trail.  Roads to 

Sugarloaf and Shady Pass, from the Entiat side, are impassable to vehicles.  Expect to encounter lots of 

snow as you gain elevation in the national forest.   

SNOWMOBILING:  Snowmobiles are allowed on Forest Service roads once the snow depth makes the 

road impassable to vehicles.  Snow is rapidly melting at low elevations and high elevations still have 

plenty of snow.  Snowmobiling opportunities are disappearing quickly.  Call the Entiat Ranger Station for 

the latest conditions. 

TRAILS:  Most trailheads are inaccessible to vehicles due to snow.  The Lower Mad River Trail No. 

1409 is accessible.  The trailhead is located in the Pine Flat Campground and the trail is snow free for 

over 5 miles.   

WILDFLOWERS:  Wildflowers, including arrowleaf balsam root, buttercups, and others, are starting to 

show in the lower elevations of the front country. 

Trail No.  Trail Name Trail Conditions 

#1409 Mad River  (Lower)    Not maintained.  Snow free for approximately 5 miles. 

#1423 South Tommy    Not maintained, mostly snow covered. 

#1424 Middle Tommy    Not maintained, mostly snow covered 

#1440 
Silver Falls  National 
Recreation Trail    

Not Maintained, some snow on the trail 

#1454 Steliko Ridge Maintained and snow free 

#1443 Lake Creek    Not maintained, mostly snow covered 

#1462 Silver Falls Interpretive  Closed for the season due to hazardous conditions 

 

CAMPGROUNDS:   Pine Flat Campground is open, Fox Creek and Lake Creek Campgrounds are 

opening soon, call the Entiat Ranger District for the latest information. All other Entiat Ranger District 

campgrounds are closed.  Camping is still allowed, but campgrounds are only accessible by foot or over 

the snow equipment and there are no services available.  If you do use these campgrounds, please 

remember to bring drinking water and pack out all garbage.  
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METHOW  VALLEY  RANGER  DISTRICT 

The office phone number is (509) 996-4003. 

OFFICE HOURS:  Open Monday through Friday from 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

WEATHER:  A local weather forecast is available at http://go.usa.gov/f4y . 

SNOW:  As of April 21, Washington Pass had 92 inches of snow at 5,500 feet, Rainy Pass had 97 inches 

of snow at 4,890 feet, and 104 inches of snow at Hart’s Pass at 6,200 feet.  Please check the SnoTel 

website at http://go.usa.gov/WypV for current snow depth information at SnoTel sites across Washington 

State.  Check for current avalanche danger at www.nwac.us/ . 

WILDFLOWERS:  Early season wildflowers—spring beauties, yellow bells, bluebells, and some balsam 

root sunflowers are beginning to bloom among the bitterbrush and sagebrush at the lower elevations on 

state lands but most national forest lands are still snow covered. 

SNOWMOBILING:  Some higher elevation snowmobile trails have patchy snow cover for 

snowmobiling. Hart’s Pass Road was plowed to Cache Creek snowmobile parking area for better access 

to snow in the Hart’s Pass area.  Snowmobile trailers can now be double-axle but no longer than 20 feet 

total length (measured from the hitch ball to the back of the trailer).  Snowmobile trailers are only allowed 

until May 31.  Hart’s Pass area snowmobile grooming was done on April 19.  High clearance vehicles are 

recommended as many rocks are rolling onto the roadway with spring snow melt. 

Always get the latest avalanche condition forecast from the Northwest Avalanche Center website 

www.nwac.us prior to any trip into the backcountry.   

SPRING BURNING:  Forest Service specialists anticipate beginning spring burning in late April on 

some of the lower elevation national forest sites around Little Bridge, McFarland and Squaw Creeks near 

Twisp, Washington.  Controlled burning treatments on the Methow Valley Ranger District are planned 

northwest of Winthrop near Eightmile Creek and Fawn Creek; west of Twisp near Little Bridge Creek; 

and west of Methow in the McFarland Creek and Squaw Creek drainages. 

Each of the areas planned for either spring or fall burning are shown on a map in the 2014 Burn Plan 

brochure available at local Forest Service offices.  The brochure includes information about the reasons 

for treatment in each of the areas.  In some areas, the treatment is underburning to remove accumulations 

of slash and naturally occurring fuels.  These treatments will reintroduce fire on the landscape and reduce 

the wildfire risk to nearby homes and forested lands.  In other areas, the treatments involve burning piles 

of slash resulting from thinning treatments. 

 

http://go.usa.gov/f4y
http://go.usa.gov/WypV
http://www.nwac.us/
http://www.nwac.us/
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WOODCUTTING:  New this year, firewood gathering on the Methow Valley Ranger District will only 

be allowed May 1 through December 31. This decision was made after reviewing public and employee 

input.  The change will reduce damage to roads in the spring, provide better consistency with firewood 

gathering programs on other ranger districts, reduce resource impacts and law enforcement issues in the 

winter, and promote the use of seasoned firewood resulting in cleaner air.   

On May 1, Forest Service firewood gathering permits will be available for purchase at the following 

locations in the Methow Valley:   

 In Twisp -- Hank’s Market, Hank’s Mini-Market, and Twisp Chevron Mini-Market 

 In Winthrop -- Methow Valley Ranger District office and Pardner’s Mini Market 

 In Mazama -- Goat’s Beard Mountain Supplies 
 

ROADS:  North Cascade Highway is closed for public safety during the winter from milepost 134 at 

Diablo Gate to milepost 178 near Early Winters.  Washington State Department of Transportation crews 

started snow removal from North Cascade Highway on March 31.  For more information go to the 

following North Cascades Highway website http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/traffic/passes/northcascades . 

On April 1
st
 district roads were reopened to motorized wheeled vehicles but many roads remain 

snow covered blocking access to most district trails and campgrounds. 

If a forest road is not listed in the table below, we have no current information about that road.  

Road Name and Number Conditions Updated 

Alder Creek/Look-out Mountain 

1065-200 
Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Alder Creek 1065-225 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Finley Canyon 1590-300 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Finley Canyon 1590-370 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Bear Creek 1631-100 Snow free 4/21/14 

Cougar Creek 1631-200  Snow free 4/21/14 

Ramsey/Tripod 1631-100 
The road is repaired and re-opened at Pearrygin Creek. Amount of snow 
cover unknown, partly snow free. 

4/21/14 

Ramsey/Boulder 1631-200 
Access road No. 5009-100 is repaired and re-opened. Road mostly snow 
free. 

4/21/14 

Ramsey 1631-300 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

North Cascade Highway  
State Route 20  

(West to Washington/Rainy Passes) 

North Cascades Highway 20 is closed for the season from milepost 134 
Diablo Gate to milepost 178/Early Winters. The effort to reopen the North 
Cascades Highway started on March 31.  

4/21/14 

Jack Creek Hwy 20-103 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Frazer Creek Hwy 20-670 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Boulder  37 
Patchy snow at lower elevations. Road is snow free to about 2 miles 
before the junction with the 39 road. 

4/21/14 

Lower Boulder  3700-980 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Boulder Creek to Rogers Lake 39 Road is snow covered 4/21/14 

Black Canyon 4010 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Black Canyon 4010-050 CLOSED.  The road has washed-out.   4/21/14 

Black Canyon 4010-100 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

South Summit 4100 
Road snow free on the south end near Benson Creek and Leecher  
Mountain Lookout area.  Amount of snow cover unknown on the north-end 
of the road. 

4/21/14 

Benson Creek 4150 Open 4/21/14 

Benson Creek 4150-200 Open 4/21/14 

 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/traffic/passes/northcascades
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Road Name and Number Conditions Updated 

Benson Creek 4150-300 Open 4/21/14 

Pole Pick 4150-500 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Pole Pick 4150-630 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Yockey Creek 4150-265 Open 4/21/14 

North Summit 42 
The road is snow covered.  Snow blocks road before south of South Fork 
Beaver Creek Road 4225 junction.  Amount of snow cover beyond is 
unknown 

4/21/14 

Bear Mountain 42 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

South Beaver 4225 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Volstead/Blue Buck 4225-200 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Cougar 4225-230 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Volstead 4225-400 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Beaver Summit 4230 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Lightening Creek 4230 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Starvation Mtn. 4235 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Lightning Creek Ridge 4235-195 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Buttermilk Libby (Buttermilk 
portion) 43 

Amount of snow cover unknown 
4/21/14 

Buttermilk Libby (Libby portion) 
43 

Amount of snow cover unknown 
4/21/14 

Smith Canyon 4300-100 Open 4/21/14 

Poorman Creek 4300-300 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Buttermilk Butte 4300-400 Snow covered 4/21/14 

West Fork Buttermilk 4300-550 
CLOSED – The bridge is condemned and unsafe.  The road is damaged 

near the bridge from a 2011 washout. The road is snow covered. 
4/21/14 

West Fork Buttermilk 4300-560 
CLOSED – The bridge is condemned and unsafe.  The access road is 

damaged near the bridge from a 2011 washout. The road is snow covered. 
4/21/14 

Buttermilk Creek 4300-600 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Buttermilk Creek 4300-610 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Newbutter 4300-800 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

South Fork Gold Creek 4330 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Rainy Creek Road 4330-100   
(up the South Fork Gold Creek)  

Amount of snow cover unknown 
4/21/14 

North Fork Gold Creek 4340 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Middle Fork Gold Creek 4340-100 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Foggy Dew 4340-200 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Twisp River 44 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Coal Rader/Thompson 4410 Snow free south of 4410-100 road junction 4/21/14 

Thompson Ridge 4410-100 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Thompson Ridge 4410-200 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Little Wolf Creek 4410-500 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Little Wolf Creek 4410-520 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Little Wolf Creek 4410-535 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Little Bridge Creek 4415 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Cow Creek 4415-040 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Deer Creek 4415-050 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Little Bridge Creek Saddle 4415-
100 

Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Sheep Creek 4415-175 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Cabin Creek 4415-180 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

South Twisp River 4420 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

West Twisp River 4430 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

War Creek Trailhead Road 4430-
100 

Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Reynolds 4435 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Twisp River Road 4440 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

East Chewuch 5010 
Snow free to the bridge near Camp Four Campground. Caution: the 
Twenty Mile Creek crossing has a deep drop off of remaining ice into the 
creek ford passable to higher clearance vehicles.  

4/21/14 
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Road Name and Number Conditions Updated 

West Chewuch 51 
Snow free to Camp Four Campground but amount of snow cover beyond 
is unknown 

4/21/14 

Eightmile 5130 Snow free to Road #5220 junction, amount of snow beyond is unknown 4/21/14 

Buck Lake 5130-100 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Buck Lake 5130-105 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Buck Lake 5130-115 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Buck Lake 5130-140 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Buck Mountain 5130-155 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Buck Mountain 5130-160 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Falls Creek 5140  The gate is locked to protect the roadway from damage 4/21/14 

Doe Mountain 5140-100 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Chewuch 5160 Road is snow free  4/21/14 

Lake Creek 5160-100 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Chewuch/30-Mile 5160-250 
Amount of snow cover unknown.  The road is snow free to 30-Mile 
Memorial; there is a large rock on the road before the Memorial, passable 
to vehicles. 

4/21/14 

Cub Cr./Goat Cr. 5200 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

First Creek 5200-030 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Fifth Creek 5200-150 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Goat Creek 5200-315 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Short Creek 5200-400 Amount of snow cover unknown 3/2414 

Long Creek 5200-500 CLOSED – the road is washed out.  The road is snow covered. 4/21/14 

Ortell Creek 5220-200 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Goat Peak 5225-200 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Rendezvous Pass 5215 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Rendezvous/Fawn 5215-100 Snow free at lower elevations 4/21/14 

Blackpine Basin  5225-600 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 

Sweetgrass Butte 5220-100 The road is snow covered 4/21/14 

Cutthroat 5310-400 The road is snow covered 4/21/14 

Hart’s Pass 5400 
The road is plowed to Cache Creek snowmobile parking area. High 
clearance vehicles are recommended as many rocks are rolling onto the 
roadway during spring snow melt (also, be sure to have spare tires!) 

4/21/14 

Slate Peak 5400-600 The road is snow covered 4/21/14 

Chancellor  5400-700 The road is snow covered 4/21/14 

Newby Creek 9114-125 Amount of snow cover unknown 4/21/14 
 

CAMPGROUNDS:  Snow accumulation currently blocks access to many Forest Service campgrounds.  

Campgrounds that are snow free and accessible are Falls Creek, Chewuch, and Camp Four located up the 

Chewuch River Road 5100, Flat and Nice up Eightmile Creek Road 5130, and near Mazama, Ballard on 

Road 5400 and Early Winters Campground on Highway 20.  For those who enjoy early season camping, 

remember no amenities are available yet and please pack out all you pack in. Go to 

www.fs.usda.gov/okawen/conditions for updates on campground conditions. 

TRAILS:   Monument Creek Trail is snow free for one mile.  There is a small snow slide before the 

trailhead parking area, it should be melted out by April 26.  The road to Cedar Creek parking area is still 

snow covered, which makes it good for snowshoers.  There is snow from Cedar Creek Trail to the 

waterfalls; this is another good area for snowshoers.  Go to www.fs.usda.gov/okawen/conditions for 

updates on trail conditions. 

 

 
 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/okawen/conditions
http://www.fs.usda.gov/okawen/conditions
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NACHES  RANGER  DISTRICT 

The office phone number is (509) 653-1401. 

OFFICE HOURS:  The Naches Ranger Station foyer is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week to make 

handouts and forest information available to the public during non-office hours.   Office hours are 

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  The office is closed daily for lunch from noon to 12:30.      

No permit sales after 4 p.m. 

SEASONAL TRAIL CLOSURE:  A seasonal closure on Naches Ranger District motorized trails is in 

place from April 1 through June 15 to protect natural resources, minimize damage to trails, and maintain 

quality trail systems.  The Naches Ranger District seasonal restrictions apply to all trails with any type of 

motorized designation and include all trail users, both motorized and non-motorized.  

Similar temporary closures have been implemented during the past three years in the wet spring 

months.  If conditions warrant, trails will reopen prior to June 15
th

; trails will be assessed on a case by 

case basis. 

Naches Ranger District recreation managers have worked with motorized user groups to implement 

the closures in a manner that minimizes impacts to the public while protecting natural resources.  Both 

motorized and non-motorized user group members volunteer to maintain trails and help educate the public 

on the adverse impacts of traveling on muddy trails.  These impacts often include increased soil erosion 

and additional trail maintenance. 

Approved volunteers will be permitted on certain trails prior to the opening date to assist with 

maintenance and to help make trail opening determinations.   

The selected opening date of June 15
th

 is flexible and based on weather information and existing 

trail conditions.  Trails in different areas may open earlier or later than June 15.  The Forest Service and 

volunteer partners will make every effort to clear trails of logs and other forest debris so trail systems can 

be opened as soon as they dry out. 

Information on the trail restrictions will continue to be made available through signs on major roads, 

news releases, radio announcements, and website notices.  

WHITE PASS / U.S. HIGHWAY 12:  Washington State Department of Transportation and contractor 

crews reduced U.S. Highway 12 to a single lane with alternating traffic near milepost 154, three miles east 

of White Pass Summit.  A temporary traffic signal is guiding vehicles through a single-lane detour. 

Drivers will experience 10 to 15 minute delays during daylight hours while crews work on the roadway 

that was damaged last fall. 
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CHINOOK PASS / STATE  ROUTE  410 and CAYUSE PASS / STATE  ROUTE  123 are closed 

for the late winter/early spring season.  On April 2, department of transportation crews started moving 

equipment to the pass to start the process of clearing snow and debris from the roadway. Washington 

State Department of Transportation is striving to open these roads by Memorial Day weekend. 

ROADS:  Be prepared for all types of road conditions including ice, snow, soft road shoulders, and bare 

and dry road surfaces. 

Road No. or Area Condition Date 

         Chinook Pass/State Route 410  

Road No. 1600 Drive 5 miles then 12+ inches of snow 04-10-14 

Road No. 1601 Drive over the bridge then 12+ inches of snow 04-10-14 

Road No. 1611 Drive a quarter mile past road jct. #1601/1611 then 12+ inches of snow 04-10-14 

Road No. 1701 Drive 5 miles then snow patches of 24+ inches of snow 04-18-14 

Road No. 1702 Drive to road jct. #1702/1720 then 24+ inches of snow 04-18-14 

Road No. 1706 Drive a ¼ mile then 12+ inches of snow 04-04-14 

Road No. 1709 Drive across the bridge then 12+ inches of snow 04-04-14 

Road No. 1720 Just pass the #1702/#1720 road junction then 24+ inches of snow 04-18-14 

Road No. 1900 Drive 6 miles then 24+ inches of snow 04-18-14 

          White Pass/U.S. Highway 12 area  

Road No. 1000 Drive 1 mile, then 12+ inches of snow 04-10-14 

Road No. 1201 Drive 1 mile, then 12+ inches of snow 04-10-14 

Road No. 1202 Drive 1 mile, then snow berm with packed ice, then 12+ inches of snow 04-10-14 

Road No. 1203 Drive to cattle guard, then snow berm with packed ice, 12+ inches of snow 04-10-14 

Road No. 1204 Drive approximately 100 yards then 12+ inches of snow 04-10-14 

Road No. 1205 Drive a quarter mile then 12+ inches of snow 04-10-14 

Road No. 1207 Snow berm with packed ice, then 12+ inches of snow 04-10-14 

Road No. 1500 Drive 5 miles then 12+ inches of snow 04-10-14 

           Area Conditions  

Halfway Flat area 12+ inches of snow 03-27-14 

Sawmill Flat area 12+ inches of snow 03-27-14 

Kaner Flat area 2-3 feet of snow 03-27-14 

Little Naches area 18 inches to over 2 feet of snow 03-27-14 

Hell’s Crossing area 2½ to 3 feet of snow 03-27-14 

Lodgepole area 4+ feet of snow 03-27-14 

 

FLOOD DAMAGED ROADS THAT REMAIN CLOSED: 

Road Name and 
Number 

Flood Damaged Roads that are CLOSED 

Little Rattlesnake Road 

No. 1501 

Closed to all motorized traffic for 5.1 miles from the junction of Forest Road No. 1500/1501 

(T15N, R15E, Sec. 10) to the junction of Forest Road No. 1501 and Forest Road No. 1503 
(T15N, R14E, Sec. 24). 

Gold Creek Road       

No. 1703 

Closed to all motorized traffic for 5.9 miles from State Route 410 (T17N, R14E, Sec. 36) to the 

end of Forest Road No. 1703 (T17N, R14E, Sec. 24) junction with Forest Road No. 1705.  
Estimated construction date 2013-2014. 

Milk Creek Road        

No. 1708 

Closed to all motorized traffic for 6.7 miles from the junction of Forest Road No. 1708 and 

State Route 410 (T17N, R14E, Sec. 09) to the junction with Forest Road 1708-590 (T17N, 
R15E, Sec. 06).  Estimated construction date 2013-2014. 

 

TRAILS:  The lower elevation trails are snow free on the south facing slopes; snow generally remains 

longer on north facing slopes.  Be prepared for winter weather conditions when recreating in the national 

forest.  Before leaving home, always leave a detailed written trip itinerary with a responsible family 

member or friend.   
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To check out current conditions at White Pass or any of the other state mountain passes go to 

http://www.Wsdot.com/traffic/passes .  Washington Trails Association web site (www.wta.org) is also    

an excellent site for obtaining updates on current trail conditions.   

WOODCUTTING:  Woodcutting season is closed.  It will reopen on May 1, 2014.  Naches Ranger 

District wood season always starts on the first working day in May and ends on September 30th.  The 

reason for this is due to a court decision in the early 1990s.  A lawsuit was brought against the Naches 

Ranger District stating that the district office was selling wood permits to people who were not curing or 

drying out their wood and when green wood is burned it pollutes the air and is hazardous to people’s 

health.  The judge ruled in favor of the plaintiff.  Under the court order there were stipulations that the 

Naches Ranger District office had to adhere to before being able to sell wood permits to the public again. 

Woodcutting season dates were one of these stipulations. 

BOULDER CAVE & DAY USE SITE ARE CLOSED FOR THE SEASON:  Boulder 

Cave, Boulder Cave Day Use Site and Trail No. 962 leading to Boulder Cave are closed 

annually from October 1 to April 30 to all visitor use for public safety (the trail and cave have hazardous 

ice conditions during the winter season), to discourage vandalism and to protect Pacific Western big-eared 

bats that hibernate in the cave.  A small population of 50 bats uses Boulder Cave as a hibernaculum 

during the winter.  This highly beneficial species is in rapid decline due to disturbance during hibernation.  

The big-eared bat is extremely intolerable to human disturbance. Bats must survive the winter months on 

a limited supply of stored fat; any disturbance that may awaken bats will deplete this food supply 

resulting in their death.  Humans within sight or sound of the bats create sufficient disturbance to awaken 

them.  These bats eat a fair amount of mosquitoes which is very beneficial to mankind. 

Boulder Cave is home to the only known population of Pacific Western Big-Eared bats in this part 

of Washington State.  In the 1920s and 1930s, the Boulder Cave bat population numbered in the 

thousands.  These bats have historically used Boulder Cave during the summer, but presently do not.  It 

appears the heavy human use during the summer has discouraged the big-eared bat’s use.   

CAMPGROUNDS:  Naches Ranger District campgrounds are closed.  They should reopen by Memorial 

Day weekend.    

GROUP RESERVATION SITES:  Reservations for group camp sites need to be made through the 

National Recreation Reservation Service by calling their toll free number 877-444-6777 or by going 

online to their web site at www.recreation.gov .  The American Ridge Lodge and American River Guard 

Station group reservation sites are open year-round.  There is no access by passenger vehicle to American 

Ridge Lodge during the winter due to winter road conditions that could be unsafe for vehicles. 

Area Group Reservation Sites Daily Fee 
Registration 

Fee 

Chinook Pass   
State Route  410 

American Ridge Lodge $100 $10 

American River Guard Station $  50 $10 

 

 

 

http://www.recreation.gov/
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TONASKET RANGER DISTRICT 

The office phone number is (509) 486-2186. 

OFFICE HOURS:  Monday through Friday, 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  During non-business hours, free 

forest information is available in the cabinets outside the main entrance to the district office.  

SNOW:  As of April 21, there was NO snow at the Salmon Meadows SnoTel site.   

SPRING BURNING:  Tonasket Ranger District has burning treatments planned this spring in the Mt. 

Annie and the Lyman Lake areas, both southeast of Tonasket.  Burning is also planned in the Mutton area 

north of Conconully and the North Flank project area near Havillah. Each of the areas planned for either 

spring or fall burning are shown on a map in the 2014 Burn Plan, a brochure produced by the Forest 

Service. The Burn Plan brochure is available at local Forest Service offices and includes information 

about the reasons for treatment on each of the areas. In some areas, the type of treatment is underburning 

to remove accumulations of slash and naturally occurring fuels.   

ROADS:  Most roads on the Tonasket Ranger District are now open. There are still a few that remain closed 

due to snowy or muddy conditions; please see the list below.  Use caution when traveling on forest roads.  

Be sure to look at the free Okanogan National Forest Travel Plan Map for more information (available at 

Forest offices or online at http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5306489.pdf).  For current road 

conditions please call the Tonasket Ranger District office at 509-486-2186.   

Tonasket Ranger District Road Conditions 
Road Name and Number Condition Date 

Wilcox Mountain 3524-100 Open 4/4/2014 

Summit Lake Road 3525 Open 4/4/2014 

Summit Lake Road 3525-250 CLOSED due to unsafe conditions 4/4/2014 

Summit Lake Road 3525-255 
CLOSED due to snow. If spur road #3525-250 is closed/open then so 

is this road. 
4/4/2014 

North Haley Mountain 3525-350 Open 4/4/2014 

Bonaparte Lake to Beaver Lake 32 Open 4/2/2014 

Road No. 3200-030 Open.  May not be fully passable. Use caution! 4/2/2014 

Strawberry Mtn. Rd. 3200-050 Open  4/4/2014 

Henderson Creek/Mill Creek 
3230 and 3230-090 

CLOSED due to unsafe conditions 4/4/2014 

Phoebe Mountain (Burge Mt.)  
3235 and 3235-020 

CLOSED due to unsafe conditions 4/4/2014 

Cumberland Mountain 3240 Open 4/4/2014 

Vaughn Creek 3240-020 and -025 Open  4/10/2014 

Box Canyon 33 Open 4/4/2014 

Big Tree 3300-040 CLOSED due to snow. 4/4/2014 

Spur Mountain Road to Lost Lake 
3300-100 

Open 4/4/2014 

Meyers Creek 3300-300 Open 4/4/2014 

From Four Corners to Chesaw 34 Open 4/4/2014 

Marias Creek 3550 Open 4/4/2014 

Nicholson Creek 3575 Open 4/4/2014 

Cow Camp      3575-120 Four-wheel drive or high clearance vehicles are recommended. 4/4/2014 

Aeneas / Crawfish 30 Open 4/4/2014 

Barnell Meadows 3000-100 CLOSED due to snow. 4/4/2014 

 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5306489.pdf
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Road Name and Number Condition Date 

Aeneas Valley To Tunk Mt.  
3000-200; -285; and -290 

Open, conditions are unknown, use caution! 4/4/2014 

Sneed Mountain Road  3000-400 Open but inaccessible with 12 inches of snow. 4/2/2014 

Bailey Mountain Road 3000-530 Open 4/4/2014 

Dugout Mountain Road  
3005-100 

The Dugout Road has washed out again in the same spot as last year. 
It is impassable to vehicles.  

4/4/2014 

Peony Creek 3010 Open.  Watch for rough spots in the roadway. Road 3010-300 is open. 4/4/2014 

Tunk Mt 3015 
Open.  Not advised for low clearance vehicles.  Four-wheel drive or 
high clearance vehicles are recommended. 

4/4/2014 

Odd Ball/Sweat Creek 31 Open. The road has a small snow berm upon entry. 4/2/2014 

Cape LaBelle  CLOSED due to deep mud; not accessible all the way through. 4/2/2014 

North Cape LaBelle 
Open on the Forest Service side, but a snow berm closes it at the 
boundary. 

4/2/2014 

Frosty Creek 3100-050 Open 4/2/2014 

Frosty Creek  3100-200 Open 4/2/2014 

Kirkendell/East Mt. Annie  
3100-200 

Open 4/4/2014 

Mount Annie 3100-300 Open 4/4/2014 

San Poil Road  3115-100 Open 4/4/2014 

Tratnik Road 3120 Open 4/2/2014 

Gardner Creek Road  3125 Open 4/2/2014 

Middle Salmon-Boulder Creek 37 

Spur Road 3700 is open 
Spur Road 3700-110 is closed at the junction of FS Road #3700-100 
and FS Road #3700-110.  The entire length of FS Road #3700-110 is 
subject to the closure order Title 36 CFR 261.54(a) Order No. 745. 

4/4/2014 
 
 

4/4/2014 

Granite Creek 3700-319 Open 4/2/2014 

North Fork Salmon Creek 38 Open 4/4/2014 

Ray Road/Muckamuck  3800-025 Open 4/2/2014 

Cazadero 3800-365 and 3800-367 CLOSED due to snow. 4/4/2014 

Gibson Creek  3810 
Open. Vehicles can only go as far as the snow. Not passable all the 
way through. 

4/02/2014 

Middle Mountain/Big Canyon  
3810-100 

Open 4/4/2014 

Lone Frank 3820 
Not advised for 2-wheel drive vehicles.  Four-wheel drive or high 
clearance vehicles are recommended. 

4/4/2014 

Long Swamp to Rogers Lake 39 Open. Four-wheel drive or high clearance vehicles are recommended. 4/4/2014 

Toats Coulee to Long Swamp 
39 

Open 4/4/2014 

14 Mile  3900-100-DNR T-1000 Open 4/4/2014 

Long Swamp to Windy Creek 
Trailhead 3900-300 

Open 4/4/2014 

Iron Gate  3900-500 Open. Four-wheel drive or high clearance vehicles are recommended. 4/4/2014 

South Fork Salmon Creek-Buck Pass  
42 

Open 4/2/2014 

 

 

WOODCUTTING:  The current Industrial Fire Precaution level for the Tonasket Ranger District is Level 

1 allowing woodcutters to cut firewood all day long.  Woodcutting permits are available at the Tonasket 

Ranger District office from 8 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. and the Okanogan Valley office from 7:30 a.m. to 3:45 

p.m. Monday through Friday.  Vendors selling woodcutting permits include: 

− Big R in Omak 

− Riverside Grocery in Riverside 

− Conconully General Store in Conconully 

− Hughes Department Store in Oroville 

− The Junction Convenience Store  in Tonasket  
 

These permits may be used for woodcutting only on the Tonasket Ranger District.   
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Even though woodcutting is permitted on the Tonasket District, there are some forest roads that are 

still closed due to road/snow conditions.  Be sure to look at the list above, as well as the free Okanogan 

National Forest Travel Plan Map to make sure the roads in the area where you want to cut wood are open.  

CAMPGROUNDS:  All district campgrounds are closed.  If you choose to stay at any of the 

campgrounds, please be sure to bring your own drinking water and pack out all trash. 

The group site at Lost Lake Campground is available by reservation only.  This site is generally 

booked far in advance, so make reservations early.  Please go online to www.recreation.gov or call the 

National Recreation Reservation Service at 1-877-444-6777 to make reservations. 

Once campgrounds are reopened for the season, passes/fees are required at the follow campgrounds 

on the Tonasket Ranger District. 

Long Swamp Oriole  Bonaparte Lake 
Sugarloaf Kerr* Lost Lake 
Cottonwood Salmon Meadows Beaver Lake 
  Beth Lake* 

Campground fees can also be paid during the summer months at fee tubes at the campgrounds noted with *above,  
fees vary by each individual campground. For a fee list contact the Tonasket Ranger District or view online at 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/okawen/alerts-notices/?cid=stelprdb5308396 
 

TRAILS:  The following trails are open--Schalow Mt. Trail, Bannon ATV trails, Beth Lake Trail, and 

Whistler Canyon Trail.  More trails will open up as things melt out.  

RECREATION PASSES: Once snow melts from trailheads, passes will be required at the following 

trailheads on the Tonasket Ranger District. This list includes only the trailhead names and does not show 

each individual trail. 

 14 Mile*        

 Iron Gate*      

 Long Swamp*        

 Cathedral Driveway*                        
 
Day passes can also be purchased during the summer months from fee tubes at the trailheads noted with *above 
 

Recreation passes cost $5 per vehicle per day or $30 for an annual Northwest Forest Pass. 

Interagency Passes are also honored at trailheads.  Passes are available locally at the ranger district office 

or online at www.discovernw.org .   

 

 

WENATCHEE RIVER  RANGER  DISTRICT 

The office phone number is (509) 548-2550. 

OFFICE HOURS:  8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Public restrooms are not available.   

The Lake Wenatchee Ranger Station is no longer open for visitor services.   

http://www.recreation.gov/
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/okawen/alerts-notices/?cid=stelprdb5308396
http://www.discovernw.org/
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SNOW:  As of April 20
th

, there was no snow in Leavenworth, 40 inches at Trinity, patches of snow at 

Blewett Pass, and 100 inches at Stevens Pass. 

Snow depths continue to diminish in lower elevation areas of the district due to continued warm 

weather.  Conditions for winter recreation improve closer to the Cascade Crest, roughly above 4,000 feet 

elevation.  Please use caution, thin snow cover and exposed debris are possible in some areas. 

GROOMING:  Snow grooming has ended in the Lake Wenatchee and Entiat Ranger Districts. 

ROADS:  Plan to encounter icy, snowy and muddy conditions on forest roads. Please do not drive on muddy 

roads, wait until they have had a chance to dry out.  Make sure the road you are on is open to wheeled motor 

vehicles. Most district roads remain closed until snow melts off them and road surfaces dry out. 

 Chiwawa Road No. 6200 is closed to wheeled motor vehicles. The barricade will be moved up as the snow 
melts. 

 White River Road No. 6400 is open to Tall Timbers Ranch and closed beyond. 

 Little Wenatchee Road No. 6500 is closed. 

 Smithbrook/Rainy Creek Road No. 6700 is closed for the winter/spring until the snow melts.  Be aware, 

this area is prone to avalanches. 

 Mission Creek Road No. 7100 is open to Devils Gulch Trailhead. The upper gate by Peevine will open 

May 5
th
 for travel over to Number Two Canyon. It is closed from Number Two Canyon Road No. 7101 to 

the junction with Beehive Road No. 9712. The road is unsafe for travel.  

 No. 2 Canyon Road No. 7101 is closed until the weekend after Apple Blossom Festival. 

 Tip Top Road No. 7202 and Road No. 7201 are open. 

 Scotty Creek Road No. 7324 is open.  

 Walker Canyon Road No. 7510 is closed to wheeled motor vehicles due to a mudslide in Clark Canyon. 

 Eightmile Road No. 7601 is closed for the winter/spring until the snow melts. 

 Van Creek Road No. 7520 is open.  Watch for logging truck traffic. 

 Beehive Road No. 9712 is closed due to very muddy conditions. 

 Icicle Creek Road is open to Chatter Creek Trailhead, approximately 13 miles up the Icicle Valley. 
 

CAMPGROUNDS:  Eightmile, Bridge Creek and Johnny Creek Campgrounds are open and camping 

fees are being charged. Tumwater and Nason Creek are currently be cleaned up and should be open soon; 

please contact the Wenatchee River Ranger District office to confirm this date. All campgrounds are first 

come, first serve, with the exception of the group sites where reservations are required. 

GROUP CAMPSITES:  To reserve one of the large group sites at Eightmile, Bridge Creek, Tumwater 

and Grouse Creek Campgrounds, please call the National Reservation line at 1-877-444-6777 or via the 

Internet at www.recreation.gov .  Reservations may be made up to one year in advance.   

TRAILS:  Most district trails are still at least partially snow covered, so be prepared for winter conditions 

when accessing these trails.  Lower elevation trails such as Ski Hill, Penstock, and the Interpretive Trail at 

the Leavenworth National Fish Hatchery are snow free.  The first four miles of Icicle Ridge Trail, to the 

saddle area, are snow free.  District trails usually start clearing of snow by the end of April.  It takes much 

longer for the snow to melt off higher elevation trails; it is often June or July before they are mostly clear 

of snow. 

http://www.recreation.gov/
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Always contact Northwest Avalanche Center for avalanche information (www.nwac.us) prior to 

accessing backcountry areas of the national forest. 

RECREATION PASSES:  Once snow melts from trailheads, passes will be required at the following 

trailheads on the Wenatchee River Ranger District.  This list includes only the trailhead names and does not 

show each individual trail. 

Basalt Ridge 
Buck Creek (Trinity) 
Blackpine 
Chiwaukum Creek 
Devil’s Gulch (Lower) * 
Dirtyface 
Eightmile* 
Estes Butte 

Hidden Lake *  
Ingalls Creek * 
Icicle Creek 
Icicle Gorge* 
Jack/Trout 
Little Wenatchee* 
Lower Chiwawa 
Nason Ridge 

Red Hill * 
Rock Creek 
Round Mountain 
Snow Lakes* 
Stuart Lake* 
Twin Lakes 
White River 
 

Day passes can also be purchased during the summer months from fee tubes at the trailheads noted with * above. 

 

Recreation passes cost $5 per vehicle per day or $30 for an annual Northwest Forest Pass.  Passes 

are available locally at the ranger district office, Leavenworth 76 gas stations (both Highway 2 and Icicle 

Junction), Der Sportsman, Sleeping Lady Gift Shop, Pioneer Market in Cashmere, Midway Village, 

Parkside Grocery, and Plain Hardware in the Lake Wenatchee area.  Interagency Passes are also honored 

at trailheads and are available for purchase at the ranger district office.     

ENCHANTMENT PERMITS:  Overnight Wilderness permits are required from June 15 to October 15 

for the Enchantment Area of the Alpine Lakes Wilderness.  Applications for the 2014 Enchantment 

Lottery were held on www.Recreation.gov from February 19 through March 6, 2014.  Those not 

successful in the lottery can now begin looking for unreserved open dates.  Cancellations do occur, so it is 

advised to keep checking www.recreation.gov throughout the season. 

ENCHANTMENT PERMIT AREA CHANGES:  Permit holders must print Enchantment permits 

online through www.recreation.gov; you no longer need to pick up your permit at the ranger station.  

Permit holders will be able to print their permit online up to 14 days prior to their trip start date. The 

group leader must sign and carry their permit, along with valid photo identification, for the duration of 

their trip. Permit holders must be prepared to present their permit/ID to a Forest Officer upon request.   

Some of the other changes include: 

 Once a Permit Reservation is made, no changes may be made to the zone for which the permit is valid.  

 Once a Permit Reservation is made, no changes may be made to the entry date.  

 Once a permit is printed, no changes can be made to the permit.  Do not print your permit until you are 

certain you do not want to add group members or extend the duration of your trip.  

 Eight days or more prior to the entry date, days may be added to the trip by changing the exit date at 

the rate of $5/person/day. Maximum number of days that can be reserved is 14.  

 Eight days or more prior to the entry date, group size may be increased, up to the limit of eight total 

persons per group, at the rate of $5/person/day.  

 No changes will be allowed within seven days of the trip's start date.  
 

 

http://www.nwac.us/
http://www.recreation.gov/
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